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_THE: FEDERAL COUNCIL IN DULLES’ CAMP 
And Other Editorials by KENNETH LESLIE 


In a Fourth of July speech in England, the British Foreign Minister, Bevin, 
flattered America and begged her not to let him down, now that he had finished 
with the diplomatic work of getting Russia out of Europe. His chortling and 
fawning somehow reminded one of Chamberlain. 

The United States Secretary of State, Marshall, had hinted a month previously 
that Yankee dollars might be available for a Europe that could “unite” for recon- 
struction. Since he did not hint any mitigation in the American war on Com- 

‘munism, declared by President Truman, it looked extremely doubtful, to say the 
least, if the U.S.S.R. could qualify for dollar aid. Nevertheless, for appearance’s 

sake she was invited by Britain and France to a meeting in Paris where the Amer- 
ican hint would be discussed. And, for appearances’ sake, Russia, although aware 
she was not wanted, went. 

It might seem that, having gone along to the point of attending the Paris 
conference, on the premise that the Marshall ‘‘plan” was meant to include Russia, 

it would have been more politic to continue the act to the point where the Amer- 
ican Congress would have been compelled to say no to the inclusion of Russia, as 
6 sindoubtedly would have said no. 
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But there are limits to this sort of game and obviously the Russians found — 
themselves at their limit. The Paris conference was secret, at Bevin’s insistence, so 
we don’t know what went on there. From Molotov’s statement it would appear — 
that the plan was to have the economy of Europe arranged by Great Britain, 
France and a few more of the Western European powers. Molotov called attention 
to the realities beneath the plan, namely, the entrance of the United States of 
America as master of Europe and the intention to rebuild German power at the 
expense of Russia. 

Why did the Russians go to the contareack | in the first place? Is it possible 
that they were deceived into thinking that the U.S. really wanted a united Europe? 
Surely they had been clearly warned by President Truman in his enunciation of 
the “Truman Doctrine” which was nothing less than the declaration of a unilateral 
anti-Comintern, the tocsin of a mew war. Had Marshall or anyone else hinted 
that the Doctrine had been abandoned? We heard no such hint. Quite the opposite. 

The Russians were actually no more cautious about this so-called Marshalt 
plan than the New York Times which called it no plan at all but “merely a 
Marshall idea or suggestion” (Ed. June 29, 1947). There was no plan. Europe 
was to make her own plan. Always it wa3 ‘‘Europe.’’ Not individual nations, but 
the continent. In effect a new entity, a new nation. But not the Europe of our 
pte-war maps which included Russia. 

Did the Russians believe that the Marshall suggestion meant a modification 
of the Truman Doctrine? Perhaps. In the face of a hostile Western Hemisphere, 
in the face of the implacable power of the Papacy, in the face of atomic black- 
mail, the Russians went to Paris. They went to find out at first hand just what 
they were up against. When they found out they went home. 

It is really silly to say the Russians would ‘have none of the Anglo-French 
proposal. They could have none of it. To go on with it would have meant losing 
the war which it had cost them eight million men to win. Not only would they 
have lost German reparations. They would have helped reconstruct the German 
Ruhr as the heart-of Europe.and as the heart of a resurgent Nazi Europe. 

For that is the point of the Marshall “plan” even although Marshall himself 
may not so intend it. General Marshall is a plain blunt soldier. Mr. John Foster 
Dulles is not so blunt. Yet even the suavest friends of Fascism give themselves 
away occasionally. Dulles wrote a book in 1939 called “War, Peace and Change” 
in which he counselled against interfering with the “dynamism” of the Fascist 
empires. His law firm has represented former associates of I. G. Farben, member ~ 
of one of the most powerful and criminal cartels in the world. He is a slippery 
character and covers his tracks well, using the Protestant churches as a mask behind 
which to operate and as a propaganda medium for the cartel system. 

For Mr. Dulles, the Secretary of State who will likely succeed Marshall, is 
no less than the guide, philosopher and friend of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America. He has at this strategic moment “guided” this body in 
making a pronouncement which serves as a “‘religious’’ basis for the Truman 
Doctrine. 

The pronouncement puts it ts: the supreme political issue in the world 
today is that of “free society vs. the police state.’’ By police state is meant Russia. 
Mr. Dulles himself emphasized this: “If Soviet leadership persists in its attempts 
to extend the police state system throughout the world I feel it will be extremely 
difficult to find the basis for a lasting understanding.” 

This falls in line with the recent admonition of the Vatican editor, Dalla 
Torre, who suggested that Moscow should confine bolshevism within its national 
borders, . 
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. The Bede Council fa scst official Protesiasit boa in the U.S.) thus sup- ‘e 


ports the Papacy in its war against what it calls atheistic communism and the Council 
calls the police state. 

Of course both these Christian bodies ie in the name of peace and of the 
free society. Yet effectually they prepare a moral (or immoral) base for war and 
for a cartel-controlled society. 

These bodies do-not represent all Roman Catholic or Protestant feeling 
in this matter. Many lay and clerical individuals and small groups and some 
large groups remain averse to posing two antagonistic worlds into Eastern and 
Western blocs. For instance the Church Peace Union and World Alliance for 
International Friendship through the, Churches earlier this year opposed “the. 
suggestion to create a Western bloc of nations, which would split the,world in 
two.” From the Soviet Union itself we have a statement of the Presidium of the 
United Council of the Baptist and Evangelical Christians of the U.S.S.R. affirm- 
ing that the Protestant group in the U.S.S.R. has “‘a flourishing spiritual life . 

a great fire burns in the hearts of our believers. The Gospels are preached freely . 

in the first half of the summer 1946 already thirty thousand newly converted souls 
were baptized.’ From which it may be seen that religion is not all on the side 
of the financial interests. 

The financial interests with which Dulles has been identified all his life 
are now determined to develop the German assets which they have been pur- 
chasing since the war, as well as those they owned before the war. The key to this 
development is the Ruhr. They want to forget the war which destroyed some of 
the German properties in which they owned a share. 

But the Russians do not forget that it was the German friends of Dulles who 
let loose the inhuman Nazis upon Europe. Dulles speaks for these miscreants who 
‘are crawling back into administrative power in Germany. Dulles uses human 
_terms to speak for the negation of humanity. If he and the Federal Council are 
interested in police states why do they not mention the Spanish police state which 
jails Protestant pastors, closes Protestant houses of worship and confiscates 
Protestant Bibles? Why not mention Peron, head of the Argentine police state, 
recently honored by the Vatican? Why not mention the pogromist police state 
of Turkey? Or the police state of Greece? Saudi Arabia? Southern Korea? Chiang 
Kaishek’s China? 

The Federal Council statement actually does mention Greece and Turkey as 
follows: ‘““We are glad that the legislation implementing the “Truman Doctrine’ 
recognized that the United Nations might hereafter assume the burden of main- 
taining the integrity of Greece and Turkey.” Since the theme of the Federal 
Council is free society versus police state and since a free society is defined as one 
in which “force is outlawed as a means to suppress or eliminate spiritual, in- 
 tellectual and political differences between individuals and those exercising the 

police power,” it is blatant hypocrisy to rejoice that the United States is going 
to permit the United Nations to maintain the “‘integrity” of these two police states: 

The Federal Council statement is really an attempt to furbish up some kind 
of a slogan which will correct ‘‘a wide-spread impression that we ourselves are 
using, or are prepared to use methods of coercion to impose on others our par- 
ticular form of society.” The slogan is ‘‘a free society of tolerance’ over against 
' a coercive state of intolerance. In leading up to the discovery of this catch-cry 
Mr. Dulles and his Commission have placed in opposition.the Marxian Com- 
munism of the Soviet Union and the Christianity of the Western nations. The — 
_ intention is to associate Christianity with toletance and Communism with intoler- 
ance. Yet if Christianity is synonymous with tolerance then Salazar-Portugal, 
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Franco-Spain, and Peron-Argentina are not Christian although they have all been : 
honored and blessed by His Holiness, the Pope of Rome, who is the head of the 
largest body of Christians in the world. This presents a very serious dilemma to 
Mr. Dulles and his Commission. To face the issue honestly he must divide the 
world into areas of Communist intolerance and Christian intolerance. But if he 
did this he would be forced to go further and examine the nature of the two 
brands of intolerance and choose, between them in the light of some other 
principle. 

To do this however would have required the exercise of a moral judgment 
as between two types of society, one devoted to the exploitation of the people i in 
the interests of capital and the other devoted to the roiy uy of capital in the 
interests of the people. 

The Federal Council therefore contents itself with having discovered ‘ 
gteat principle which attracts the loyalty of men generally. On this principle the 
will of so many throughout the world could be consolidated as to make obvious 
the futility of attempting to extend generally the police state system.”’ 

So, beginning with China where we have supported a police state system 
in its relentless grinding down of the sacred personalities of millions of brave 
struggling Chinese people we have gone on to support political and economic 
tyranny in the Philippines, Indonesia, Southern Korea, South America, Greece, and 
Turkey. We have practiced the crassest materialism in our holding credits, like 
carrots,.to the right of Britain, France, Italy. When Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
refrained from moving to the right their dollar credits were suspended. Yet this 
statement of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America says that 
the impression that we are using methods of coercion “‘is largely due to unfriendly 
propaganda.” 

The Federal Council goes on to say that “The peoples of the world are 
confused.” We believe it is the Federal Council which is confused, but we do not 
include John Foster Dulles. He is not the least confused. He is master of propa- 
ganda. He has sold his propaganda to the very group which might have been 
expected to oppose that propaganda. He serves the cartel brilliantly. 


THE THREAT OF A WAR OF RELIGION 


Of course we have all read some history but most of us have forgotten 
certain portions that we should have remembered. We didnt pay enough atten- 
tion, for instance, to the religious wars because religion was something we thought 
was outdated, a forgotten fable of the feudal ages. We thought that the French 
Revolution had pretty well done away with religion and that Darwin had finished 
it off for good. By “we” here I mean many people who thought of themselves 
as enlightened, even politically conservative people and economically conservative 
people, big capitalists and the like as well as all the rest of us who are not big 
capitalists or even little capitalists. 

How wrong we were, how surprised the intellectual giants of the 19th 
century would be if they were alive today and could see the power of political 
religion. Great as they were, few if any of them could foresee that the papacy 
which had identified its fortunes with feudalism did not however die when 
feudalism died but remained alive and ready to join forces with capitalism— 
the very capitalism which had killed feudalism—to sell its services to capitalism 
exactly as it had sold its services to feudalism at the time when capitalism was 
no longer a liberating climate in which men pened new life and new adveninee 
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but when the climate of capitalism had become tyrannical, oppressing, constric- 


tive, the climate of a narrow stuffy subterranean chamber, the climate of the tomb. ~ 


Political religion has its eyes in the back of its head. Its future is behind it. In 
the name of liberty, it puts chains on humanity, in the name of education, it 
stifles learning and gags truth, in the name of peace it makes eternal war on 


' the human race. 


I am not speaking of religion, but of institutions and establishments of 
religion when they become political and when they use the political arm to defend 
and advance their interests. When a church sells its services to a state or to an 
economic class at that moment it loses its independence and therefore its ability 
to interpret religion. The churches of Protestantism developed during the capitalist 
era and just as the feudal barons were Roman Catholic so the biggest cartel 
barons are Protestant. Not all of them but the biggest of them, The North Ger- 
man, the British, the American, mostly Protestant. But the theory and practice 
of fascism developed in Roman Catholic countries, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Austria, 
Bavaria. The stifling climate of fascism fitted well with the climate of political 
religion. Thus the Papacy, being the head and front of political religion, a 
power which had long been forgotten and relegated to footnotes in our history, 
a power which we, as we said before, almost totally ignored and thought of 
as an interesting relic of the days of chivalry suddenly mushroomed over the 
earth wherever a group of its representatives could be found. Just like a fungus 
will appear in one foggy night on the leaves of every tree in an orchard so 
suddenly this pest has appeared and has spread across the earth. For what has 
happened? The great cartels and the great churches have made common cause. 
They both need the same kind of a population: submissive, bovine, narrow- 
minded, small spirited, contented, tame. 

They both fear democracy, the very democracy which a young capitalism 
developed and which an old capitalism wants to kill. 

They both are in» terror of the modern man, the free spirit, the open and 
inquiring mind, the brave and humble man of scientific research. 

Thats why they both burn books. That’s why the fascist state is an Inquisi- 
tor’s dream come true. 

It is not only Communism these powers are fighting. It is not only Judaism. 
It is not only Masonry and Protestantism, It is man himself, the very idea of 
man, the whole history of man. They want to obliterate history and make a 
new water-tight streamlined state of World Slavery. That’s why these powers 
have gone to bed with one another. They belong in the same bed. They are 
two hearts that beat as one. 

It was a serious mistake we made, to ignore or belittle the power of the 
political church, Today we are paying for that mistake. And if we don’t wake 
up soon to the importance of this issue we shall pay for our negligence with 
a war of cosmic horror. 

Now if all churches were political churches then THE PROTESTANT 


* could not do the job it has to do. If there were no free churches, no non-political 


churches, no churches which had broken completely with all state churches, 
whether Protestant or Catholic, then we, THE PROTESTANT and the churches 
associated with it, would be in no position today to perform the historic service 
which we have been able to perform and which we may be able to perform in 
the near future. But the fact is that out of Protestantism came the free churches 
and out of the free churches came the basic law of the United States of America 


| which in so many words separates the church from the state. 
| This basic law was first promulgated by Roger Williams who founded the 
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state of Rhode Island and in doing so broke away not from a Catholic church | 
state but from a Protestant church state, Later on most of the other Protestant 
‘churches of America followed this lead and became devoted to the principle 
of the separation of church and state which is basic to our whole democracy 
and which is now threatened in various ways—on the domestic scene by the 
introduction of laws subsidizing church schools and on the foreign scene by our 
effective recognition of the Papal state. 

The fact is that in English speaking countries there are churches which are 
not political, which are therefore in a position to fight the political church from 
within the walls of Christendom itself. THE PROTESTANT cuts across all 
denominational lines and calls upon all men of all faiths to join its fight against 
the octopus of a world state religion which would paralyze and freeze the spirit 
of man so that his body might be more easily exploited by the cartels which would 

support the church for that purpose. 

It is for this purpose that the political church has reached its hand into 
the ranks of labor. This church influence has started a cancerous nucleus within 
the body of labor. Already the healthy sane portions of the house of labor are 
beginning to tremble and go on the defensive in the face of this arrogant 
minority—we refer to the Association of Catholic Trade Unionists about which 
Tom Bledsoe is writing a series of articles for THE PROTESTANT. 

If any group in the house of labor represents a foreign power and a Sorel ae 
power which has consistently aided and abetted the rise of fascism throughout 
the world it is this same Association of Catholic Trade Unionists. 

THE PROTESTANT does not believe that there is a Catholic way of being 
a trade unionist or a Protestant or a Jewish way of being a trade unionist. To 
cut up trade unions according to sects is to divide the house of labor and to 
cause its fall. These are things to which those who keep the house of labor will 
have soon to pay attention. We cannot forever run and hide from fascists and 
pro-fascists just because they come to us dressed up in the cloaks of sacerdotalism. 

Clerical fascism, arrogant as it is and confident of fooling the American 
people as it is, does not rest easy while THE PROTESTANT lives which is 
why, using all its diabolical and ruthless methods of attack from within and 
from without, it leaves no stone unturned to destroy our movement. 

THE PROTESTANT represents what we believe to be true religion which 
fights clericalism. Clericalism teaches ‘ ‘teligion” with a night-stick. Clericalism 
imprisons the workers of Spain and forces “religion” on them. Clericalism mas- 

sacred and rechristened hundreds of thousands of Serbs. 

John Foster Dulles is as much a clerical as Archbishop Stepinac. As Frank 
Kingdon puts it, “Dulles the churchman mobilizes moral fervor to support 
Dulles the Republican’s dollar crusade against Russia. This man has been sitting 
at the center of our foreign policy since the war with a Republican veto over every 
decision. His is the hand of international big business creating a Western Europe 
unified around a strong Germany.” 

It is as much the task of free churchmen to fight the influence of cartel 
clericalism in Protestantism as to fight the influence of ultramontanism in Catholi- 
cism. We await the rise of Roman churchmen to join us in this fight. For it 
is a fight for peace, a fight to head off the horrible “war of religion’? which Fascism 

is striving to bring about through its war-cry of ‘Death to atheist communism.’ 
Such a war will marry American-British “democracy” to Argentine-Spanish-German 
Fascism. Already we are coddling these elements. The Papacy which our news- 
papers and public men revere and respect is openly honoring these elements and | 
would only too gladly perform the wedding ceremony. 
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of the Fascist strategy to snatch a Fascist victory from the Nazi defeat. The plan Be 
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‘Some years ago in a piece called” ‘Alarm Clock” we watted our readers 


was exposed by the Fascists themselves. It involved military expeditions to the 
heart of Europe to save Western Christianity from oriental barbarism. Well, the 
Truman Doctrine and the Marshall “‘plan,” both approved by the Papacy, fore- 
shadow the ripening of the Fascist strategy which is no improvisation but the 
fruit of an old tree, a dream, an evil dream of priest-rule, that has its roots in 
pte-history with the witch-doctors and magicians of primitive man. 


THE RELIGIOUS CARTEL AND THE WILL TO LIVE 


The biggest non-profit organization in the world is carried on in order to 
make profits for its members. It is the International Steel Cartel. There are other 
cartels besides Steel, seyeral hundred. There is even an interfaith church cartel. 

The rise of cartels, including the church cartel, coincides in a general way 
with the rise of Fascism. Indeed the cartel’s very meaning is to bring that peace 


which is the tranquillity of order to the civil conflict of competitive business. 


That too was the purpose of Corporative Fascism not only in the economic 
field but in the pobhcrs field where it brought peace to the warring political 


_ parties. 


So too in the field of spiritual orientation Fascism did away with the con- 
troversies and competitions of various faiths and brought the tranquillity of a 
church monopoly (Italy) or cartel (Germany). So in America among those who 
“anticipate” a cartel-controlled economy are the church elements which frown 
on controversy and promote an artificial ‘‘understanding” or “good-will” between 
powerful ecclesiastical groups. Negotiations have gone forward between Prote- 


_ stant “innocents” (not all of them are innocent) and other groups which have 


successfully drawn the teeth of organizational Protestantism while in no wise dis- 


 turbing the denture of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy. 


Organizational Protestantism is playing the ecclesiastical appeasement game 
in the same way that British industry played the economic game in the Diisseldorf 
agreement in 1939, and in the same way that Neville Chamberlain. played the 
political appeasement game in Munich and after Munich. 

Although very many influential people thought both these agreements were 


in the interests of world peace, the London Economist condemned the Diisseldorf 
agreement and the British people condemned Munich and woke up in time, 


but barely in time, to save themselves from being “peacefully rationalized’ in 
the German Reich. Just so today THE PROTESTANT has been the single voice 
in America warning the free churches of America against the interfaith ‘“‘ration- 
alizing’”’ away of their freedom. 

You can destroy political Fascism. You can unscramble business cartels. But 
it is harder to shake off a religious monopoly. Put these all together, and you 
have the pattern of what is projected here in the Americas. The picture cannot 


© be painted too black. 


Why is it harder to shake off a religious cartel than ‘an oil or steel cartel? 
Because the religious cartel takes hold of the citadel of your will-power. It pre- 
vents you not so much from attacking it as from wanting to attack it. 


Faith and C redulity 


It surrounds itself with all the symbols and pageantry of authority and 


: pees your children what it is pleased to call “faith” and “belief in God.” This. 


eas 
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means that your children will obey it as a subject of hypnotism obeys the 
hypnotist. ; | 
But there is another meaning to “‘faith’ and “belief in God,” according to ~ 


which a man has faith in the normality of life and in the laws of its enrichment. 


His “belief in God’’ is a belief that the universe he lives in has been created — 
for the advent of creative man and for the growth of his creativity and for an 
ever-increasing understanding and enjoyment of his environment. 

Fulton Sheen, captivated by a dream of priestly power, says: “If a dog quoted . 
Shakespeare, that would be supernatural for the dog. If a man or woman becomes 
a child of God, a possessor of Divine Life, that is supernatural for man.” (Recent 
article in Look magazine.) ; 

Sheen’s faith is in the abnormal. Ours is in the dependability of the normal. 
Sheen’s supernatural is the zvnatural, ours is the more-natural. We believe # is 2 
man’s true nature to become a child of God as it is not a dog’s true nature to 
quote Shakespeare. The Divine Life, man’s give-and-take creative obedience to 
life, is natural to man. Jesus put it, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
In other words if we cheat the laws of life we cheat ourselves. If we obey them 
we serve ourselves best. 

There are laws that govern individuals who live in groups: treat others as 
you would like to be treated; do for the group what you can and take from the 
group what you need. 

Men have built on this continent a group life which denies and mocks these 
laws. We call our system “free enterprise.’ Its ““freedom’’ licenses greed and its 
“enterprise’’ encourages bestiality, Once our state protected infant business. Now 
it protects mammoth cartels. It is making the-world into a wet-nurse for these 
cartels. 

These cartels threaten the worid’s population with a cultural and spiritual 
ice-age. 

It matters not whether they suck the life out of our planet silently through 
the white war of economic starvation or batter it out with atomic weapons. The 
result will be the same. Death, death everywhere. Stultification. Degradation. 
Scientific slavery. ; 

Whoever has life in his veins will fight these cartels—all of them—while he 
has power to fight. And remember that it is the religious cartel which is the most 
dangerous because it draws out from you the very will to live and to fight. 


DIRECTIVES AND DIRECTIONS 


Travellers from all over the world tell us that the enunciation of the Truman 
Doctrine has given a new lease of life to every anti-democratic force. 

The president of World ORT says that pogroms in Germany would be a 
common occurrence but for American troops. ‘ 

The president of the World Federation of Polish Jews reminds us that 
the 100,000 Jews for whom President Truman requested entrance to Palestine 
are still in European DP camps. 

Our protege, the Bavarian Minister of Economics, Dr. Rudolph Zorn, blamed 
displaced persons for Bavaria’s food problems. He called the DP’s “insects in 
the populace,” the chief of the black markets and charged them with murdering 
Bavarian farmers to obtain food. 

Well may the Central Committee of Displaced Jews feel that the democratic 
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_ world will interpret Zorn’s remarks as ‘“‘a ie gerous sign for the future.” The 
only trouble is, the democratic world won’t hear about it. 

The Van Sittart-Herriot committee, officially known as the International 
Committee for the study of European Questions, reports: ‘‘Nationalist elements 
ate still holding key positions in very many official departments dealing with 
the economic situation.”’ This in spite of the round-up of Nazis that followed 
its previous report. In agriculture, in price control, in leather control, in mineral 
oils, in céal and metallurgical administration, particularly of the Ruhr which is to 
be the heart of the Marshall,reconstruction plan, in transport, throughout the 
economic life of Germany Nazis hold sway. The Committee gives the names 


and former connections of these officials . . . “large numbers of dangerous Nazi - 


agents retain their freedom of action in Switzerland and still retain property 
and important assets.’” Nazi organizations are going full blast in Sweden sending 
their propaganda to other countries. Argentina retains as advisers the four chief 
agents of Nazi Germany, Freude, Staudt, Mandl, and Doerge, also 90,000 Ger- 
mans who took part in Nazi activities during the war. The Fascist, Party has 
reorganized in Italy. On April 28, 1947, high masses were celebrated in memory 
of Mussolini in many important towns. In South Africa four leading Nazi 
organizations “have tens of thousands of members and continually carry out 
_ military exercises in uniform.” 

~ The world that all these Fascist and Nazi elements represent is far from 
a dead world. Since it was born and grew to maturity on a diet of anti-Bolshevism 
it seems obvious that the American flag, having been inscribed with this same 
slogan will be the flag under which these elements will gather for revitalization. 

The question is: Will our liberal elements here in America remain silent, 
or look the other way, while this monstrous partnership is being effected. It 
' becomes more and more necessary as each day passes to scrutinize what our State 
Department does rather than what our public officials and newspapers say. 

The democratic world has been shut into an enclave of cartel imperialism 
which doles out to it cartel directives dressed up in democratic phraseology. If 
we could only learn to judge directives by the direction taken! Some of the cartel 
advisers now realize that it was not altogether wise to make public the Truman 
Doctrine. It was a violation of the technique of double-talk. The Marshall plan 
will do much better, for while we run madly to the right it becomes all the 
more necessary to point violently to the left. One of the phrases invented to 
bridge the intolerable chasm in our minds is Red Fascism. With this we hold 
at bay our conscience. Such phrases comfort us in the belief that somehow the 
left has become the right and that in eepting the left we are really fighting 
the right. 

Instead of putting together the baleerioe pattern of America as it takes 
consistent shape in different parts of the world many of our liberals find it more 
comfortable to break up the pattern of directions with the entirely different and 
opposite pattern of directives. In order to do this it is necessary to take seriously 
every new protestation of good faith on the part of our high officialdom. 

Even such a whole-souled liberal as Harold Ickes finds it possible to believe 
that Russia’s invitation to the conference at Paris by Britain and France was 
on the level. It is not exactly naivete. It is the desperate need of a fine public 
servant and honest man to hold on to the mental picture of an America, gen- 
erous, democratic, he grew up in, while all the time it crumbles before his eyes. 
When Ickes came to serve Roosevelt’s New Deal there was a rebirth of the early 
_ American dream. It was a false dawn. A curtain fell, but some of us can't 
believe it. So we look for stars in the black night of reaction. 
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FATHER WALSH AND THE MONROE DOCTRINE 


The Rev. Father Walsh of the Society of Jesus, consultant to the United 
States Army on geo-politics, lecturer in the general staff school, consultant at the 
Nuremburg trials (the man of all men through whose fingers were sifted the 
evidences of papal complicity in the rise of Hitlerism) said recently: 

“Just as the warnings of James Monroe were directed emphatically 
against the territorial encroachments of Imperial Russia on the North 
American continnent, so. . . the non-colonization of new areas by Communist 
aggression is now declared to be a cardinal principle of American foreign 
policy . .. it was a question of immediate response to an impelling urgency 
or else progressive surrender to the calculated advance of world Communism 

. the Truman Doctrine was something more than lip-service to the ideals 

of the brotherhood of man.” 

But of course when the Monroe Doctrine was made the United States gov- 
ernment was truly interested in encouraging democratic governments in this hemi- 
sphére and the Monroe Doctrine was aimed against not only imperialism but 
against clerical imperialism, against obscurantism, in fact against the whole church 
state idea and the Papacy which represented it. The Truman Doctrine is actually 
a reversal of the Monroe Doctrine since the Truman Doctrine defends and advances 
the interests of that very obscurantism which the Monroe Doctrine attacked. 
Truman not only turned the hands of the clock back, he took the calendar off 
the wall, and the new calendar that he put up does not mark its date by the 
birth of the humble Nazarene. 

There you have it, a Jesuit, one of the top men in our armed forces which 
now control our State Department and foregin policy, a man whose order was the 
very thing that Monroe tried to keep out of the new world calmly invokes the 
tradition of the Monroe Doctrine itself as the forerunner of the Truman Doctrine. 

The fact that this Jesuit geo-politician, world strategist and specialist in 
Russian affairs, hails the Truman Doctrine as a shining light should be enough 
in itself to show what that Doctrine really is. 

Of course the bankers and corporation men also hail the Truman Doctrine 
because it means a huge home market for American industry as the government 
begins to buy and export the various commodities needed to shore up failing 
economies and to export myriads of tons of armaments throughout the world. 

As the financial editor of the New York World Telegram says: ‘The Truman 


Doctrine provides a safeguard for investments which was not heretofore so well 
defined.” 


DR. BIRKHEAD DEGRADES HIMSELF 


Dr. L. M. Birkhead under oath in the Mid-Manhattan Summons Court, 
Borough of Manhattan, New York City, on April 11, 1947, swore that he knew 
that the editor of THE PROTESTANT is a Communist. 

The attorney's question was, ‘‘Doctor, do you consider that Kenneth Leslie 


- is a Communist?” Dr. Birkhead’s answer was, “I didn’t know at the time, but 


I know he is now.” 

Dr. Birkhead was defending himself in a libel suit and the prosecuting 
attorney was doing his best to smear Dr. Birkhead as a Red. The red-baiting © 
attorney drew from Dr, Birkhead the admission that he had once been a ee 
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of the Banorial Beard of Tue PabeestAnee and Dr. Birkhead told the court — 


- that at the time he joined the Board he was unaware of its Communist ties. In 


other words, “He didnt know at the time.” But now he knows. 

Thus Dr. Birkhead degraded himself. Why? 

Dr. Birkhead is a man of large responsibilities to the public. He has come 
to be looked upon in wide circles of American opinion as somewhat of an 
authority on subversive activities. He and his organization, the Friends of Democ- 
racy, did much good work preceding and during World War II. Associated with 
him ate many eminent liberal figures. 

The false statement which he made in court was reprinted in the newspapets, 
circulating throughout the country a malicious and utterly damaging falsehood. 

THE PROTESTANT represents a group of Christian ministers who are 
making a valiant effort to extricate themselves from the web of economic neces- 
sity which would regiment them in the service of cartel tyranny. They are not 


- Communists, nor is THE PROTESTANT a front organization. They do however, 


because they are independent, feel entirely free and uninhibited to work for 
intermediate; common objectives with anyone who is honestly fighting fascism. 
These ministers have walked on anti-Franco picket lines which may have been 
Communist-inspired and on anti-Schuschnigg picket lines which may have been 


‘Social Democrat-inspired. In all such cases however, our ministers are independent 


of such sponsorship and represent what they conscientiously believe to be the 
true spirit of Protestant Christianity. They are striking a blow at world cartelism 
and its frozen “‘faith.”’ 

Dr. Birkhead makes a miserable excuse for degrading himself. He says he 
had no idea that we would object to being called Communist. This is cowardly 
evasion. Dr. Birkhead knows that according to the terms of reference in the 
court room and in the newspapers he was accusing THE PROTESTANT of | 
double dealing, of deception, of -being a hypocritical sham. Thus he, in order to 
clean his skirts from the Red smear had no compunction whatever in attempting 
to destroy the trust and confidence of many thousands of readers of this journal. 

But the reasons for Dr. Birkhead’s self-degradation are deeper, and they 
throw a revealing light on the magnitude of the evils of our time. 

It is our belief that Dr. Birkhead has got himself into a position where he 
must give aid to certain agencies which have undertaken the destruction of THE 
PROTESTANT in order to appease political Christendom. This is one of the 
more melancholy aspects of ‘the disintegration of liberal groups which have lost 
their independence through subventions from fascist-inclined organizations. 


THE DAWN OF COMMON SENSE 


We believe that May 25, 1947, will be considered an important date in the 
history of Congregationalism, and of Protestantism in this country. For on this 


_ date a Conference on Social Action sponsored by the Chicago Congregational 


pets 


Association was held. After thorough debate, a series of five resolutions, radical, 
uncompromising, momentous, which had been brought before the Confoe wiat 
a report of the Social Action Committee of the Association, were vot mankind 
received the support of the Conference, " made 
The first resolution challenged the leadership of John Foster Dulles as chair- 
man of the Commission on a Just and Durable Peace of the Fedetal Council. It 


said that ‘‘Mr. Dulles, in both his speeches and writings, has expressed such posi- 


__ tive misgivings of the purposes and good faith of the Soviet Union as to create 
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attitudes in the minds of the American people i hich the Social Action Conference 
feels are not compatible with the purposes of the Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace.” The Conference ‘questions whether the positions taken by Mr. 
Dulles represent the opinions of the peace-loving people in the Protestant Christian 
churches, of which churches Mr. Dulles is an official spokesman.” The Conference 
recommended to the Association “that we convey our concern in this matter to the 
Federal Council, with the positive suggestion that the moral strength of the Com- 
mission on a Just and Durable Peace would be greatly enhanced . . . if the voice 
of the Commission could be a voice which we would recognize as unmistakably 
calling the Christian churches to follow the paths of peace.’ 

The second resolution condemned the recent Supreme Court decision uphold- 
ing the right of parochial school buses to be supported by. the state, calling this 
decision ‘‘a negation of the basic American doctrine of separation of Church and 
State.” The Conference agreed with Mr. Justice Rutledge, quoting the following 
words from his minority opinion: ‘‘This is not just a little case over bus fares. 
Distant as it may be in its present form from a complete establishment of religion, 
it differs only in degree, and is the first step in that direction.” The Conference 
recommended that a special committee be appointed by the Association to watch 
these efforts, inform and guide the clergy, and “be prepared to suggest ways and 
means of organizing Protestant protest and opposition in the event such legislation 
is introduced in either the General Assembly of Illinois or the Congress of the 
United States.” 

The third resolution is quoted in full as follows: 

_ “The struggle for political and civil rights in the United States has always 
found Protestantism in the vanguard of those who have courageously defende® 
the political and civil rights of all minorities, 

“American Democracy has prided>itself that any individuals or groups might 
ait their ideas and their programs in free public discussion and open public debate. 
Inherent in our tradition is the right of the American. people themselves to dis- 
cover the validity of a given political program or movement, 

“The Social Action Conference while in no way supporting the political 
philosophy and party activities of the Communist Party therefore opposes the 
present efforts to curtail by Act of Congress the political and civil rights of the 
Communist Party. In taking this position, the Social Action Conference is looking 
beyond the present situation. Although the existing proposals make the Communist 
Party illegal, the proposals are so broad in scope that they might be applied to any 
existing or emerging political groups in America. To freeze the American political 
scene with two parties representing essentially the same vested interests,, is to check 
effectively the rise or development of any new independent political movements 
in the future. 


“The Social Action Conference would therefore urge the Association to go 
on record as opposed to any legislation that would abridge the rights and freedoms 
of any political group im this country and to call upon the President and the - 
Congress to defeat any and all such legislation.” 


The fourth resolution defended the right of workers to collective bargaining 
and expressed alarm at the present efforts being made in the Congress of the 
United States—as evidenced by some 212 anti-labor bills now before it—to destroy 
labor’s hard-fought gains. ““We are especially concerned over the attacks, by pend- 
ing legislation, upon the Magna Carta of American labor, the National Labor 
Relations. Act.” 

The fifth resolution opposed the militaristic and imperialistic implications of 


‘ 
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President Truman’s program of aid. to Greece and Turkey. “We find American 
“humanitarianism linked with a stop Russia policy which may lead us much further 
than Greece or Turkey; and we cannot dissociate the present proposals to aid 
Greece and Turkey from the geographic significance of these countries in the 
struggle for Middle Eastern oil, 

“We therefore go on record as opposing these loans under the terms sug- 
gested. We would flatly oppose a military loan for Turkey. In the case of Greece 
we would support a loan for food or social reconstruction, but we feel that such 
assistance should be rendered through the International Bank or some official 
agency of the United Nations. Since Christian idealism played an important part 
in the formation of the United Nations Organization, we believe that we as Chris- 
tians should make every effort to strengthen the organization, instead of under- 
taking unilateral action, which to say the least can but lead to international sus- 
Picion of the integrity of American motives.” 


This may mark the beginning of reaction against reaction in Protestantism in, 
America. May it indeed be so. On reading over these resolutions passed by a Con- 
ference sponsored by the largest Congregational Association in this country, one 
is touched by the hope that our darkest hour has passed. This hope, however, 
endures only through faith and both faith and hope rest firmly on a foundation of 
unending labor. The harvest is great and laborers are few. The Father of Lies has 
taken over our press and radio, has bought our legislators and Congresses, sways 
the judgment of our high courts, his influence is powerful in the central organisms 
of our churches. Into his teeth the men of Chicago have hurled the only weapon 
which he fears, the truth. America honors the Rev. Paul J. Folino and the Rev. 
Karl Baehr, the Rev. Wilfred Wakefield, the Rev. Arthur Gray, the Rev. Horace 
Goodell and the other courageous clergymen who have suddenly brought a great 
light into the councils of Protestantism. THE PROTESTANT is proud to recognize 
these Protestant ministers as active members of its Chicago Ministerial Action 
Committee. Z 


SCIENCE IN CHAINS 


Science is a commune,’a pool into which contributions: flow from Calcutta, 
Edinburgh, Berlin, Toronto, all over the world. Atom bombs and other things 
are fished out of this pool. But science hasn't yet scientificized politics. A group 
of American scientists headed by Einstein warn us of disaster from atomic wat- 
fare and ask for a world government. Every preacher does just this every Sunday. 
Is this all they can do? It isn’t much. The scientists make no suggestions how to 
move towards world government, Perhaps they are not free to suggest. 


AINT NECESSARILY SO 


It is important to realize that nothing is inevitable. War is not inevitable, 
but neither is peace. War would be world suicide but it is quite possible that 
the world may commit suicide. There is no mathematical certainty that mankind 
will learn how to live with itself and how to be happy in the world God made 
for it. The rules are there. If we obey them we can be happy. If we disobey them 
we shall end miserably. THE PROTESTANT is not utopian. THE PROTESTANT 
does not believe in any logic of history that can be sat down on as one 
sits on a raft in the midst of a river and be carried along safely to the sea. 
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Our philosophy is that we must work out our own salvation. Grace abounds. So 
does water, But it is up to us to use it. If we don’t take advantage of the flood — 
tide we shall never get to sea. There are people who think God will save them ) 
_apart from their own efforts. Others think the dialectic of history will save them. © 
Neither God nor dialectic will save anyone who will not use his brains and — 
brawn. God works in us. We witness to that work of God in us by our deeds 

which praise God better than hymns. : 


ADDED NOTES 


GREECE —The Greek government (even its best friends tell us) is thoroughly corrupt 
- and therefore an acceptable tool of reaction. The vast majority of the Greek people hate 
it. Without British and American bayonets it would fall in a day. Their latest trick is to 
involve the other Balkan states and if possible precipitate war. Their obvious lies are 
printed in our bought press as the honest truth. Our continued support of this govern- 
ment is our witness to the world as to exactly what the Marshall plan means. THE 
HARRIMAN DOUCHE—According to Herbert L. Matthews, in the New York Times 
July 11, 1947, United States Secretary of Commerce W. Averell Harriman gave the 
British a cold shower when he told them that they would get no priorities under the 
Marshall plan and that the central feature of that plan is the Ruhr. He said, “We want to 
increase productivity in the Ruhr, which is of all importance.” Harriman of course re- 
peated the well-known double talk about how Washington believes each country should 
decide for itself what form of government and economy it wanted but “we do not feel 
the same about dictatorships as we do about a free people.” Which is why we are sup- 
porting the dictatorships of Turkey, Greece, China, and others? The Harriman interview” 
confirms the Dulles-Hoover plot to rebuild Germany as a bulwark against Bolshevism. 
The velvet curtain rises on the birth of the new-type streamlined sophisticated fascism. 
MAKE UP YOUR MIND, HENRY —Alexander Kendrick cables from Moscow July 14, 
1947 to The New Republic “The Soviets have not rejected the idea of a European com- 
munity. They have merely rejected the kind of European community Hoover, Churchill 
and Dulles would like.” Mr. Wallace’s editorial in the same issue, however, appears con- 
fused. He says that Molotov’s doubts about our Congress were fully justified. But he crit- 
icizes their phrasing. He says, “Today no one knows what America intends to do.” Bevin 
did not know. . . . Bidault did not know. Yet he hopes “that Poland and Czechoslovakia 
will participate fully in the program.” He says “If the Marshall program is carried out 
in the spirit in which it was offered—aid to all nations—it means a fundamental change 
in our foreign policy.” He quotes Marshall as saying “Our policy is not directed against 
any country or doctrine.” But Wallace goes right on to say, “The Truman Doctrine of 
stopping Russia and Communism remains the official policy of our Congress, and many 
government actions indicate that it continues in full force.” Yet in spite of all this Mr. 
Wallace believes “that the Soviet government should have accepted the opportunity that 
Paris offered.” We are afraid that this is an example of how liberals sometimes help re- 
actionaries by putting a good face on their evil actions. The only opportunity presented 
to Russia at Paris was the opportunity of suicide, 


on > By BOZHIDAR MILOSEVICH 


UGOSLAVIA is a modern and pro- 

gressive republic. Her economy per- 
mits of three types of enterprise: gov- 
ernment monopolies, cooperatives, and 
private enterprises. There is universal 
suffrage. The Yugoslav government is 
composed of seven major parties combined 
in the National Front, just as England’s 
government during the war was a_na- 
tional government of all parties where 
the Socialist Bevin sat in the same cabi- 
net with the Conservative Churchill. There 
are analogies even in the United States 
today where we present a two-party Na- 
tional Front in our foreign relations and 
_ in certain of our domestic relations. 

The Yugoslav people lost one out of 
nine in the war. We lost one out of four 
hundred. Today every sixth person in 
Yugoslavia has tuberculosis. In October, 
1946, they had 14% million socially unpro- 
tected children and over half a million or- 
phans or half orphans. The Yugoslavs 
fought for us when we were asleep. They 
Owe us no thanks for whatever we may 
send them. Our debt to them can never be 
_ repaid. 

The Food and Agricultural Organization 
~of the UN reported in the latter part of 

May that the food situation in parts of 

Yugoslavia was “very critical.” There has 

been much talk in the press about partisan 

use of food by Tito. Major-General Lowell 

W. Rooks, head of UNRRA, reports after 

an on-the-spot survey of the work in Yugo- 

slavia that food distribution there has been 
' done in a fair efficient manner and that 
there is an urgent need for bread grains, 
up to 100,000 tons, in Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
parts of Montenegro and Slovenia. 
The American foreign relief bill, pro- 
~vides for help to Austria, Greece, Italy, Po- 
land, Hungary, Trieste and China. It leaves 
out Yugoslavia, for which help was recom- 
mended by the United Nations. It is cruel, 
it is short-sighted, it is not in accordance 
with true Americanism to turn our backs 
_ upon the people whose resistance to tyran- 
ny is a modern epic. UNRRA and Yugo- 
_ slavia were denied the privilege of buying 
_ potatoes which were selling in Maine at 3c 
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p° pound. Orville Judd told a House Agri- 


culture sub-committee that 24 carloads of 
grade A potatoes were destroyed in a ra- 
vine 20 miles from Richmond, Virginia, to 
keep price levels up. The starving children 
of Yuogslavia must find it extremely difii- 
cult to interpret the enigma of America, 
As Zlatko Balokuvic, president f the 
American Committee for Yugoslav Relief 
says: “Yugoslavi: has had eno»2zh of death.” 

But this is not all. There is a movement 
in America, not yet having government ex- 
pression, which would have us interfere in 
the internal affairs of Yugoslavia. This 
movement is spearheaded by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy here which echoes a 
prolonged and persistent attack upon 
Yugoslavia by the Vatican press. American 
Roman churches are organizing mass meet- 
ings, petitions, which demand such inter- 
vention on the grounds of what it calls 
“religious persecution in Yugoslavia.” 

The peg upon which all this propaganda 
hangs is the 16 year jail sentence imposed 
upon Archbishop Aloysius Stepinac of 
Zagreb by a Yugoslav court after convic- 
tion on charges of collaboration. The Holy 
See is terribly concerned about a plan 
which is being developed by the Commu- 
nist Party in Yugoslavia to destroy what it 
calls “unscientific Christian teaching.” The 
Vatican press says that all Catholic ele- 
mentary and boarding schools have been 
closed and all children are obliged to at- - 
tend the state schools. 

From my own knowledge the Yugoslav 
government while permitting full freedom 
of religion is justifiably watchful with res- 
pect to Roman Catholic political activities. 


It is unfortunate for the Romans, from 


their own point of view, that they have 
chosen the name of Aloysius Stepinac as a 
symbol of their crusade against Tito. Car- 
dinal Spellman has called Stepinac a hero 
and a martyr and has named buildings 
after him. 

Here is the real Stepinac, a traitor, a 
common criminal, Primate of Yugoslavia, 
who collaborated heart and soul with the 
Nazi forces from the very moment that 
Hitler, April 6, 1941, overwhelmed the 
Yugoslay army. 

When the Allies discovered that Tito’s 
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guerrillas were pinning down 20 Nazi 
divisions, Stepinac was propagating fascism 
and spreading hatred against the Yugoslavs 
of Serbo-Orthodox faith as well as against 


the Yugoslavs of Jewish extraction through — 


the KRIZHARI (CRUSADERS) organi- 
zation of which he was the head. 

While the resistance forces were uniting 
Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, all national groups 
as well as all religions, Stepinac was pledg- 
ing “his best moral and material support” 
to the newly established quisling regime of 
Anton Pavelich in Croatia. Hé issued a 
pastoral letter calling for the defense of the 
quisling state and on April 26, 1941 offered 
loyal co-operation and help to Fuehrer 
Pavelich on behalf of himself and his en- 
tire episcopacy. This was done just a few 
days after Pavelich had issued his procla- 
mation to the effect that “of the two mil- 
lion Orthodox Serbs in his state, one-third 
should be killed, another third should be 
sent to Serbia proper and the remaining 
third should be forcibly re-christened into 
Roman Catholicism.” In February, 1942, 
Stepinac accepted the rank of the Military 
Vicar of the fascist-Ustashi Army, to which 
he immediately appointed a’ hundred 
priests as chaplains. 

On February 23, 1942, Stepinac solemn- 
ly blessed all the Ustashi-Krizhari forces at 
the time when these forces along with 
many priests massacred hundreds of thou- 
sands of Serbs, Jews and other enemies of 
the Nazi Ustashi state. Stepinac never said 
a word of protest or reprimand to his sub- 
ordinate priests who at the concentration 
camp Jasenovac and elsewhere personally 
killed with their own hands or organized 
the murder of thousands of innocent per- 
sons. During the Pavelich-Stepinac reign 
of terror over thirty-six coffers of gold and 
precieus stones were found in the vicinity 
of the Archbishop's palace, that is, in the 
Franciscan monastery. Gold watches, to- 
bacco cases, bracelets, wedding rings were 
torn from fingers or looted from Serbian 
and Jewish victims of the Ustashi and 
Krizhari beasts, often led by Franciscan 
monks and pther priests. 
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Stepinac not only said no word when his 


barbarous Krizhari and Ustashi- murdered 
over five hundred thousand Orthodox Serbs, 


but himself officially presided over the ses- : 
sion that adopted the execution of this — 
program. He himself also participated in ~ 


the seizure of Serbo-Orthodox monasteries, — 


churches and _ properties, 
over to the Roman Catholic church. 


turning them 


Stepinac never said a word in the de- 


fense of the Jews, over thirty thousand of 


whom were done away with. He enter- — 
tained the Ustashi military leader Slavko © 


Kvaternik, sub-Fuehrer of Croatia; lavishly ~ 
entertained the Ustashi Minister of the In- — 


terior Artukovich; Vice-President Kuleno- 


vich and the Fuehrer himself, Pavelich, for 


whom he wrote a special prayer; he fre- 
quently received and entertained repre- 
sentatives of both the German and Italian 


occupation, being often seen in the com- — 


pany of Hitler’s watch dogs, Von Kashe, 
Toth, General Kossack and others. 


—— 


A book published in Yugoslavia and re- | 


cently received in this country, the trans- 


lated title of which is “Documents Con-. 


cerning Anti-Popular Activities and Crimes 
of a Part of the Catholic Clergy” contains 
horrifying documentary evidence against 
many of the clergy under Monsignor Ste- 
pinac’s jurisdiction, who committed unbe- 
lievably bloody crimes and deeds of inhu- 


man savagery during the four years of — 


Ustashi rule. There are numerous pictures 
in this book which show Archbishop Stepi- 
nac thoroughly at home in the fascist 
Croatian state. 

After all it is really strange that there 


should be any surprise about all this. Just 
last month (June 28) Pope Pius XII — 


awarded the Great Cross of the Order of 
Pius IX to President Juan Peron of Argen- 
tina whose regime is modelled after the 
Christian-Fascist states of Portugal and 
Spain, 

Is it foolish to persist in the hope that 
America may come to herself and extend 
a helping hand to the Yugoslav people 


who in very truth died for owr freedom : 


and now suffer from owr stupidity. 


TRUMAN DOCTRINE MADE IN oN 


- By HEINZ POL 


ees the last few months there has 
been distributed more or less officially 
among the American, British and French 
authorities in occupied Germany a te- 
vealing document. The document is written 
by a German industrialist, a well-known 
figure in German politics during the last 
30 years. His document—or rather his will 
since the industrialist died a short while 
ago—shows that the general idea on which 
the Truman doctrine is based is nothing 
but an old Pan-German postulate. The con- 
cept of “Western Europe” to be organized 
to save the world from the “Bolshevist on- 
Slaught”, the catchword of the “iron 
curtain”, the battlecry “you can’t do busi- 
ness with Russia” and the mot d’ordre “we 
must attack the Russians before they are 
strong enough to attack us’—all this and 
other paraphernalia of the Truman-Hoover- 
Churchill-doctrine are things well defined 
by German generals and industrialists as 
far. back as 1920. 

The author of the document circulated 
in occupied Germany is the late Arnold 
Rechberg who was the king of the Ger- 
man potash industry which produces about 
60% of the whole potash production in 
the world. Rechberg, one of the wealthiest 
men in Germany, had personal and busi- 
ness connections with leading statesmen 
and industrialists all over Europe and in 
the United States. He was deeply influenced 
by the conceptions of world power as held 
by top members of the German general 
staff. These generals, among them General 
Ludendorff and General Max Hoffmann, 
the chief of staff of the Imperial German 
army of World War I, as far back as 1917 
prepared plans to destroy Soviet Russia 
with the help of France, the British Empire 
and the United States. After the elimination 
of the Soviet regime by a coalition-war of 
conquest the capitalist countries were to 
exploit Russia economically for at least a 
hundred years. 

The plans of Ludendorff and Hoffmann 
were supplemented by the enthusiastic 
Rechberg and a dozen other leading Ger- 
_ man industrialists and bankers who had 

come to the conclusion that a comeback of 


Germany's power was only possible if she 
put herself in the forefront of an anti- 
Russian drive saving the world from Com- 
munism: 

The potash king from .1918 wrote 
numerous articles in German, French and 
British publications and mailed countless — 
memoranda to politicians, officers and in- 
dustrialists all over the world telling them 
to settle their differences quickly in order 
to meet the only serious challenge of the 
century: Russia. In 1919 already, Rechberg 
was in direct contact with the French 
generalissimo Foch whom he advised to 
keep the French army as strong as possible 
in order to be ready to “defend” the con- 
tinent, Foch approved wholeheartedly. Not 
long afterwards, Rechberg approached 
Winston Churchill who had just started 
his anti-Russian campaign. Through Gen- 
eral Malcolm, head of the British military 
commission at Berlin, Rechberg sent a 
detailed memorandum to Churchill. 

The memorandum started with tHe as- 

~ sertion that few people knew anything 
about the new Russia which had drawn a 
veritable “iron curtain” to prevent any- 
body from finding out what was going on. 
The iron curtain, Rechberg continued, had 
to be broken by force since it was a danger- 
ous illusion to believe that the Soviet 
regime was open to persuasion or willing 
to make “reasonable agreements”. 

The idea was, as outlined in Rechberg’s 
memorandum, to prepare the campaign for 
the “liberation of Russia”. The first step 
was a complete economic and military al- 
liance between Germany, France, Great 
Britain and as many other European coun- 
tries as possible and the United States. The 
alliance should create a “democratic” anti- 
Bolshevist government-in-exile to be offici- 
ally recognized by the whole world. This 
government, in order to have workable 
means at its disposal should get a huge 
credit and thus create its own currency. 
The credit given by Berlin, London and 
New York later on would give the allies 
the right to exploit Russia at their pleasure 
for at least 100 years, all of course “in the 
interest of the liberated Russian people.” 
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The burden of ihe erediie and ios 


would go to the United States. On the 
other hand, according to the plan, America 
would not have to participate directly with 
sending troops against Russia. It would be 
sufficient if the American government 
would equip the combined German-Brit- 
ish-French armies with war material and 
other necessities. General Ludendorff, the 
inventor of the “total war” and whose 
ideas had deeply influenced Hitler and his 
High Command during the Second World 
War, amplified the role of the United 
States in an interview he gave to the New 
York Herald in 1922. Strongly advocating 
the immediate acceptance of the Rechberg 
plan, he said: 

“France, England and Germany will 
take care of the military part of the ex- 
pedition against the Soviets. However, 
we will need much of the modern 
equipment which only America could 
deliver. Furthermore, we will need huge 
quantities of food for the conquered 
Russian territory in order to win over the 
Russian population as quickly as pos- 
sible. Therefore, we need American 
food in abundance.” 

Rechberg’s. memorandum got the ap- 
proval of Churchill who saw to it that some 
of the leading British industrialists were 
informed about its contents. Men like 
Sir Alfred Mond and Sir Harry MacGowan, 
the heads of the British Imperial Chemical 
Trust became enthusiastic backers of the 
plan. Sir Henri Deterding, the British oil 

_ king declared he would give all his money 
for financing the expeditionary army in 
order to get the concession for Russia’s 
Baku oil wells. 

In France Rechberg secured the approval 
of politicians (Poincaré, Paul Reynaud) 
as well as of the leading men of the power- 
ful Comité des Forges. The American gov- 
ernment was informed about the plan 
through its Berlin Ambassador Houghton 
with whom both Rechberg and Ludendorff 

had several. talks, 

The crusade against Russia did not ma- 
terialize. The failure to act during the 
1920’s was due to several factors, among 
them the unwillingness of the Allies to re- 
arm Germany. Furthermore, the German 
ruling classes themselves were divided in 
their opinion as to which path to choose: 
to smash the East together with the repre- 
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sentatives be Western efi etsion or to 
flirt with the Russians to conquer Western 
Europe. Rechberg himself and his circle 
remained faithful to their conception of ~ 
a Western bloc backed by the U. S. A. and — 
were not happy about Hitler and the major- — 
ity of the German General Staff who ad- — 
vocated a policy which would allow Ger- — 
many to swallow Russia as well as Western — 
Europe. When Hitler in the fateful summer ~ 
of 1939 concluded his agreemefit with 
Russia, Rechberg and his friends felt — 
alarmed and Rechberg had a long talk with — 
the Fuehrer. The talk proved quite satis- 
factory to the promoter of the Western 
bloc idea: Hitler had assured him that the ~ 
pact was only a “subtle manoeuver” to lull ~ 
the Russians and to speed up the prepara- — 
tions for crushing them; the other nations — 
would then quickly follow. Germany would — 
be the leader of the crusade. 

In 1945 a few months after the German — 
disaster, Rechberg who had taken up resi- — 
dence in American-occupied Bavaria easily — 
convinced the American investigators that — 
he had never been a real Nazi, that he — 
always had been opposed to the criminal — 
foreign policy of Hitler and that he had 
always fought for the sake of Western 
democratic ideals. Then he sat down and 
with the permission of his German friends 
and the occupation authorities wrote a new 
memorandum. He did not have to change 
much: the old conception of liberating — 
Russia was still very much on the agenda. 
Only the situation of the United States 
had changed. Upon them now was the bur- 
den of delivering not only equipment but 
also the military formations and to lead 
the other nations in the great battle. | 

The memorandum has been circulated 
around Western Germany since the end of 
1945. It has been translated into English 
and French. It has been given to many high — 
American, British and French military and 
civilian officials. It has been smuggled out 
to Switzerland and Sweden. It is a perfect 
blueprint of the Truman Doctrine and it 
expounds all the proposals about the speedy 
re-industrialization of Western Germany 
which today are being advocated by Hoover 
after his visit to Germany. In 1946 Rech- — 
berg succeeded in resuming direct relations 
with Churchill and many of his former 
friends in France. He implored them to — 
attack Russia before being attacked ee ame 


pen 


“Asiatic hordes,” for which it would be 
‘Necessary to restore quickly the war po- 
tential of Germany and to suppress all 
leftist groups and parties in their own 


countries. 
His memorandum concludes: 
“The terrible mistake of Hitler has 
ended with the destruction of Germany 
as a bulwark against Communism. I 
hope that the Anglo-Saxon statesmen 
and soldiers and their allies will prove 


By REY. DR. JOSEPH NOVOTNY 


H™ ARE SOME WAYS to approach 
a person who thinks he doesn’t like 


_ Jews or Negroes. 


Try to get the person to put him- 
self in the place of a Jew. I shall .never 
forget the letter my sister wrote me from 
Czechoslovakia after the Herod of Ber- 


lin had invaded her country. The Ger- 


man soldiers had entered a Jewish home, 
stolen all they could, beaten the parents, 
whose small daughter watched it all from 
her bed. When the soldiers left, the lit- 
tle girl asked, “Mama, why was I born 
here and not somewhere else?” Anti- 
Semitism was never more severely con- 
demned than by this ‘child. 

Sometimes ridicule helps. Without 
long arguments I simply tell my friends 


who do not like the Negroes that I am- 


planning to organize a club of blue- 
eyed folk and that we shall see to it that 
only blue eyes get government positions, 


_ that we shall deprive brown eyes of the 


right to vote. They will have to have spe- 
cial cars on the trains because we blues 
do not want to be in their presence. Same 
thing in hotels and restaurants. 

You do not need to go further to 
drive your point. For what is the dif- 
ference between emphasizing color of 
eyes from emphasizing color of skin? 

But best of all is the way of love. 
I have no white prejudice and it is hard 
for me to understand anti-Semitism. As 
a child I read about Booker T. Wash- | 


- ington, He became in my heart a hero. 
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more intelligent than the German 
leaders, We are faced with the problem: 
either the victory of culture against 


- Bolshevism or the victory of evil over 
humanity. The victors should act now.” 


Arnold Rechberg is dead and so are most 


members if his circle. But it appears that 
he has found at last influential people all 
over the world willing and eager to carry 
his pan-German dreams into bloodiest 
reality, 


HOW I FIGHT COLOR PREJUDICE AND ANTI-SEMITISM 


‘And he was a Negro. Again in our 


neighborhood lived a Jewess. Mrs. Felix 
was a saint. She was the personification 
of kindness. We all loved her. Some- 
times it is effective to point out men 
like George Washington Carver and 
Albert Einstein. But somebody who is 
nearer to your friends in every day life 
is much better. : 
After all this was the way of Jesus. 
He lived in a time when there was a 
real spiritual plague—Samaritans and 
Jews were cousins, and hated each other. 
Between Galilee and Judea was Samaria. 
Most Jews travelling from Judea to 
Galilee or the other way around took 
the longer road over Perea, in order not 
to meet the Samaritans. But Jesus had 
to go through Samaria (“He needs must 
go through Samaria.” John 4:4). And 
his attitude towards the Samaritans did 
not change in spite of the unfriendli- 
ness of the Samaritan woman who even ~ 
did not want to offer him a drink. 
One of the greatest literary master- 
pieces of Jesus is without doubt the im- 
mortal story of the good Samaritan. It 


‘must have disturbed his fellow-country- 


men as a story of the good Jew would 
disturb anti-Semites today. Jesus had his 
pedagogical motives when he told this 
story. 

This was teaching at its highest, 
persuasion at its best. But Jesus could 
denounce when necessary . . . we shall 
not forget that. 
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WHAT COMMUNISTS TEACH IN CHINA 


By ANNA LOUISE STRONG 


AO YUNG-PING, chief of secondary 
K schools for the Border Region, 
came to my Yenan cave to tell me about 
them. In appearance he was unlike any 
school superintendent I have ever met. 


His stiff black hair stuck straight up 
above dark smooth cheeks and high 
cheek-bones. His bare brown feet were 
thrust into canvas slippers. His trousers 
and jacket didn’t match, for the former 
were dark blue of civilian government 
issue, while the light blue cotton jacket 
dated from his years in the Eighth 
Route Army, as was shown by the white 
patch of insignia he wore. That he was 
a learned man was clear from the pen- 
cil stuck in his pocket and still more 
from the eager intellectuality of his 
young face. 

Kao dealt in ideals, in tales and sta- 
tistics. Here are some of the “success 
tales’”’ that he told. 


One of the girl graduates from our 


‘teacher-training school was sent to or- 


ganize a ‘‘winter school” in a village. She 
came of a rich Kiangsu family; her 
father is a factory owner but she left 
home to join the Communists. After one 
night with the cave-dwelling peasants 
of our Border Region, she came back 
to her school in tears. 

“Everything is so filthy and I am full 
of lice’, she protested. ‘“They-don’t 
want a school anyway’’. 

Her teacher comforted her but also 
warned her. “Why did you leave your 
father’s home in Kiangsu? You said you 
came to ‘teach the people’. If you give 
up now, you are finished.” 

“But they won’t even let me clean the 
room. The old mother got angry when 
I tried”. 

“Who are you to go into an older 
woman’s house and put it to rights’, 
the teacher reproved. “You are the 
youngest, the least. Also you are the 


guest. Behave like a guest and win the « jects. She told them strange tales about — 
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respect of your hosts’. 

The abashed girl went back to the 
dark cave-dwelling. She slept on the 
family “kang” with the grandmother 
and the two dirty children. Next morn- 
ing she had lice in her hair. When 
she bit into her “steamed bread” at 
meal-time—North China peasants make 
bread by steaming, not by baking—she 
even found some lice in the bread. Her 
hosts were looking at her and courtesy 
forbade her to throw the bread aside. 
She ate it, lice and all, lest they think 
her fussy. ‘ 

That was the grim beginning. Soon 
the bedraggled wife permitted the new- 
comer to carry the filthy baby. The, girl 
cleaned the lice from the baby’s hair. 
Soothed by the touch and by the cessa- 
tion of itching, the child stopped fret- 


‘ting. The mother let the “‘city-girl” 


look after it oftener. 

Slowly they began to accept her. She 
was still the youngest, the least. She saw 
babies grow ill from conditions that*kill 
six out of every ten Shensi babies in their 
first few months on earth. She explained 
simple precepts of sanitation, of baby 
food. The women disregarded her, be- 
cause she was unmarried, 

One day, when she was desperate at 
the casual way they were killing their 
babies, she spoke of ‘her baby’’ at home. 
It was her sister’s baby, but she had 
helped bring it up. She let the women 
think that she had a husband away with 
the army, and that she was working to 
support a child. After that they swapped 
baby tales easily. Did-she know, they 
asked, about that new-fangled hospital 
the Communists had in Yenan, that 
claimed to save nearly all of its babies 
alive? And without any silver amulets 
either, to ward off the evil? It seems she 
did. 

So it went on. Soon she was showing 
them Chinese characters for simple ob- 
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‘the world. About many provinces in 
‘China—and what was China?—and the 
‘tice-growing of the south and the ships 
on the Yangtze. . . These were taken as 
fairy-tales but they liked to hear. 

The head of the Hsiang government 
(township) was willing enough to 
sponsor her. He had been elected by that 
new Communist method by which even 
peasants who cannot read may express 
their will through beans dropped in the 
candidates’ bowls. He wanted the pres- 
tige of a good ‘“‘winter class”. When 
he saw that the women accepted the 
teacher, he got her the loan of a large 
room. The men came also, at first for 
the stories, and then for the pride of 
“knowing characters’, that told stories 
of themselves. 

A youth of twenty-one finished the 
Lu Shun Art School and was sefit to the 
edge of the Mongolian arid lands to 
teach a winter class. When sowing time 
came and the winter class was over, they 
refused to let their teacher go back to 
Yenan. 

“I must obey the instructions of my 

‘superior’, he told them. 

“Yes, but your superior must obey 
the people. The people—that’s us!” 
Not for nothing had those peasants 
heard the “democratic propaganda’’ of 
the Yenan Communists. The young 
teacher, touched, arranged to stay and 
open a regular school. 

“After the Long March when the 
Communists came to Yenan’’, Kao told 
me, “the population was 99 percent il- 
literate. In the entire Border Region of 
1,500,000 people there were only 80 
lower primary schools, of three or four 
years each. There was one higher pri- 
mary school of six years. There were no 
secondary schools or colleges at all. 

“We began at once in the autumn of 
1937 to organize a normal school in or- 
der to train teachers. We had twenty stu- 
dents, most of whom came from families 
that had made the Long March.” One 
can easily imagine their feeling. To 
come from their Kiangsi home to this far- 
: 
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away Yenan was like going from Massa- 
chusetts to the hill-billies of Arkansas. 
They thought of schooling as the first 
thing needed. 

Compulsory education was decreed, 
but it did not take. Peasant villages were 
small and scattered and children had no. 
shoes to walk in winter snow. Besides, 
the peasants weren’t interested. In that 
arid land they lived too near starvation. 
The first need was seen to be, not school- 
ing, but productive drives and labor ex- 
change brigades to bring more harvest 
from the soil. 

None the less the past ten years have 
shown achievements in education from 
that meager start. The 80 lower primary 
schools have grown to 1302; the single 
higher primary school has multiplied by 
66. There are also seven secondary 
schools and a university with five facul- 
ties. There are 250,000 children of 
school age in the Border Region, of 
whom 35,065 are in primary schools and 
2,852 in secondary schools. This is only 
fifteen percent of the children. But it is 
fifteen times as many as ten years ago. 

The regular schools are only a small 
part of the story of the drive for educa- 
tion in the Border Region. When I vis- 
ited the little government-owned rug 
factory, I learned that the workers spend 
one hour each morning “‘learning char- 
acters.” The hundred and twenty odd 


- prisoners in the Border Regions’ jail 


spend two hours in the same pursuit 
every day. “Learning characters,” i.e., 
learning to read more and more Chinese 
characters, has become the Border Re- 
gions’ universal sport. 

One of the famous teachers of ‘‘chat- 
acters’ in the Border Region is Jen 
Huang-hwa, a peasant, ina village on 
the shore of the Yellow River. Ten years 
ago Jen was filled with the urge to edu- 
cate his neighborhood. He visited the 
surrounding villages, and secured one 
man from each village to attend a class 
in Jen’s home. 

“Every ten days,” related Kao, “all 
these men come to Jen’s house for the 
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- evening. He caches teas five new cae 


acters. Then they go back and teach these 
to other groups in their villages. Their 
students pass the five characters on to 
other groups of students. Jen has worked 
in this way for ten years. His pupils now 
number 10,000, and the most advanced 
of them can read 5000 to 6000 charac- 
ters. His class and its ramifications cover 


an entire county and reach parts of two 


other countries.” 


Another method of popular education 
is through drama. There are many ama- 
teur drama groups among the peasants. 
They put on simple propaganda plays 
about production, hygiene, the need of 
education. Some of these plays are sent 
out by the educational authorities but 
many are made up on the spot by the lo- 
cal drama group. 


“The drama group will discuss what 
subject needs presenting and will collect 
stories about it. Then one peasant will 
begin to tell a story and they will each 
take parts and begin acting. They will 
stop in the middle and say: ‘No, that’s no 
good,’ and then they will change some 
idea or situation. They polish it and 
change it many times and finally they 
perform it before the village.” 


“These stories are drawn from local 
life. In Suiteh, for instance, a young wife 
wants to learn to spin. Her mother-in- 
law opposes, saying such work is a waste 
of time; actually, she wants the daughter- 
in-law to do all the housework so that 


she herself will have none to do... . 


Then in comes an energetic girl who 
formerly was very poor and borrowed 
money from the mother-in-law, The lat- 
ter tries not to see her, thinking she 
wants another loan. Not at all; she has 
come to pay the loan back. Everyone is 
surprised and congratulates her; it seems 
she earned the money by her spinning.” 
These local dramas are not measured 
as art, but by their success in converting 
the villagers to a new idea. After the 
above drama was played in a village of 
thirty families, eight more women began 
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to spin. 3 ne is promoted ir 
the Border Region as assiduously as ir 
India by Gandhi. The reason is differ 
ent; Chiang Kai-shek’s ten year blockad 
makes it very difficult to buy cottor 
goods and the Border aed has fev 
machines. 

A new use for the “‘blind story-tellers’ 
of the Chinese countryside has been de 
vised by the educational enthusiasts of 
Yenan, All over China are many blinc 
men who earn their food by telling 
stories, usually to the accompaniment of 
a stringed instrument. Some of them us¢ 
three instruments at once: a long stringe« 
instrument with four strings; two piece: 
of bamboo that are clapped together by 
raising or lowering the knee; and a bel 
on the minstrel’s left knee which he hit: 
with a stick on his finger. 

These minstrels travel from village te 
village, led by a small boy. Peasants whe 
wish to give a feast for some occasion in. 
vite the minstrel and give him food ot 
lodging for several days, in return fos 
his entertaining their guests. 

“They used to tell old stories about 
warlords, or demons. But we. invitec 
them to Yenan and gave them some edu- 
cation, and some new stories. Now there 
are two hundreds of these blind minstrel: 
telling new stories all over the Border 
Region. One well-known minstrel, Han 
Chi-shiang, told stories last month twen- 
ty-three times, to fifteen hundred people 
in all.” If others do as well, it does not 
take long for two hundred minstrels te 
cover the Border Region with new ideas. 

Laws have long since been: passed in 
the Border Region against buying and 
selling in marriage, against bound feet 
of women, against many of the old bad 
customs of China. But laws have no 
power to penetrate into distant hill vil- 
lages by themselves. The blind minstrels, 
the amateur dramas, the teachers going 
out to organize “winter classes” are the 
educational forces bringing change to 
one of the most backward areas of 
China’s countryside. 


’ 


oa: 
ee ta 


By THOMAS BLEDSOE 


—The theory of the ACTU. 


HE ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC TRADE 

UNIONISTS was started in the humble 
kitchen of the Catholic Worker hospice 
in New York City early in 1937. Present 
were carpenters, utility, garment, office 
and relief workers, seamen and journal- 
ists. A priest was there, but the lay of- 
ficials took full responsibility and ini- 
tiative. 

Under the impression that trade 
unionism needs trained, militant Christ- 
ian leaders and that Catholics can build 
-a new labor movement and a new world, 
this group drew up a plan for applying 
to the American labor movement the 
program of the popes. 

The plan, as finally resolved, stated 
that “the worker has a right to: 1. a 
steady job; 2. a wage sufficient to sup- 
port himself and family in reasonable 
comfort; 3. collective bargaining 
through union representatives freely 
chosen; 4. a share in the profits after a 
just wage and a just-return to capital 
have been paid; 5. strike and picket 
peacefully for a just cause; 6. a just 
price for the goods he buys; 7. hours 
and working conditions suitable to 
human dignity and. necessary for steady 
employment for all men.” 

It was also declared that: ‘“The worker 
‘has an obligation to: 1. join aebona fide 
trade union; 2. strike only for just 
cause and after all other means have 
been exhausted; 3. refrain from vio- 
lence; 4. respect property; 5. abide by 
agreements freely made; 6. enforce 
strict honesty and a square deal for 
everybody inside his union; 7. cooperate 
with decent employers who respect his 
rights to bring about a peaceful solution 
of industrial war, by setting up guilds 
(vocational groups or industry coun- 
cils).” (“Nine Years of ACTU,” by 
John C. Cort, Catholic Digest, June 
1946.) 

a rhe first of the ACTU’s numerous 
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Wortkers Schools was begun in January, 
1938, with the assistance of the Jesuits 
of Fordham University. Among the 
subjects taught are labor ethics and his- 
tory, parliamentary law and _ public 
speaking. The object is “‘to give each 
worker a knowledge of sound principles 
plus enough trade-union know-how to © 
put those principles into action within 
his own union.” (‘Nine Years of 
ACTU.”) 

The first ACTU publication was. the 
Labor Leader which with the founding 
chapter enjoyed the support of Car- 
dinal Spellman. 

ACTU chapters were soon organized 
in other cities, the most successful being 
that in Detroit-founded July, 1938. Its 
chaplain is head of the archdiocesan 
Labor institute and has organized 41 
labor schools in the parishes of Detroit. 
Cardinal Mooney is generous in his as- 
sistance. The Wage Earner is published 
there. 

The Detroit chapter has gone far in 
its development of the conference tech- 
nique within individual unions or union 
locals. Conference meetings include re- 
ligious instruction by the chaplain, talks 
on general labor problems, and discus- 
sion of particular problems of the union. 
The ACTU is especially active in the 
automobile and steel industries. 

The first ACTU national conference 
was held in Cleveland in 1940. New 
York, Detroit, Pontiac, Newark, Pitts- 
burgh, Chicago, Cleveland, and Akron 
sent delegates. Articles of federation 
were drawn up, a national director was 
elected, and New York was designated 
as national headquarters. An account of 
this conference was given in THE PRo- 
TESTANT, May, 1940. 

But in spite of all these gestures of 
drawing up plans and articles, the lay 
members determine neither of these mat- 
ters. Both program and organization 
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were laid down in Rome in two papal 
encyclicals and in a famous Letter on 
Trade Unions and Employers’ Associa- 
tions written by cardinals of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Council. Any pre- 
tence therefore, of democracy in the 
ACTU or of its being an American 
institution is spurious. 

Rerum Novarum ot The Condition 
of the Working Classes, the encyclical 
from which the International Roman 
Catholic labor movement stems, and 
Immortale Dei, the encyclical on the 


_ Christian state are generally acknow- 


ledged as two of the most important 
papal encyclicals of modern times. 

The premise of the popes’ social phil- 
usophy* is that the injustices and evils 
of the modern world and its industrial 
system grew out of the movement which 
culminated in the break with Rome’s 
authority. This movement, they. state, 
was led by evil, materialistic men. It 
was, of course, the Protestant Reforma- 
tion. 

All went well, Leo XIII says in ef- 
fect, until the agreement between 
Church and State broke down at the 


end of the feudal age. As evidence 


of this, he quotes a medieval Church 
authority: “When kingdom and priest- 
hood are at one, in complete accord, 
the world is well ruled.” 

He then- condemns the State which 
modern theories have created, the the- 
ories being that: (1) sovereignty re- 
sides in the people; (2) all religions 
ate equally good and true; (3) unre- 
stricted freedom to think and publish 
is one of man’s natural rights; (4) the 
Church ought to be subject to the State, 
or that Church and State ought to be 
wholly separated. 

And how did these theories which 
he condemns arise? In the rage, he 
answers, for novelty in ideas and ideals 


*The Popes’ New Order, a Systematic 
Summary of the Social Encyclicals and Ad- 


_ dresses, from Leo XIII to Pius XI, by 


Philip Hughes, Imprimatur: Francis J. 
Spellman, Archbishop of New Sain Mac- 
millan, 1944. » 
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which reached its climax in the six- 
teenth century—the century of the “Prot- 
estant Reformation. This passion for 
change, he declares, threw the Christ- 
ian religion into confusion. It invaded 
philosophy and from there spread into 
all classes of society to show itself finally 
in the unbridled license of revolutions 
from 1789 on. 

As a matter of history—not in the 
encyclical—the “principles of 1789” 
which the pope denounces were ex- 
pressed in the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and of the Citizen adopted by 
the National Assembly of France in 
1789, and prefixed to the French Con- 
stitution. “Liberty, property, security, 
and resistance to oppression,” are held 
to be rights that are “natural, inalien- 
able and. sacred.” 

These are also the principles of the 
American Declaration of Independence 
and of our Constitution with its Bull 
of Rights. By inference the pope also 
denounces these documents. This 
“new jurisprudence’’ is, Leo XIII de- 
clares, at variance in many ways with 
Catholic ideals and natural law itself. 
His reason is that its main principle 
“Jays down that as all men are alike 
by race and nature .. . all are equal 
in the control of their life . . . that 


-each is free to think on-every subject 


just as he may choose . . . that no man 
has any right to rule over other men.” 

To this he adds another objection: 
“Government, in a society based on 
such maxims, is nothing more nor less 
than the will of the people, and the 
people . .. is its own ruler. Govern- 
ment is not so much a ruler as an 
administrator acting in the people's 
name.” 

In 1931, Pius XI issued his own 
great social encyclical in which he con- 
firmed the pronouncements of Leo XIII. 
This second great architect of the New 
Order — who signed concordats with 
Mussolini and Hitler — attributed the 
change from the feudal to the modern 
world “to the wrongdoing of men . 
hardened with excessive self-love and: 


/ 
( 
P) « 


... deceived by the attractions of false 


ieee and other errors, they grew im- 


‘patient of every restraint and endeavored 
to throw off all authority.” (Quadrage- 
simo Anno ot On Reconstructing the 
Social Order). Since the Rerum Nova- 
rum of Leo XIII is the basic papal state- 
ment on economic questions let us see 
what it contains.” 

Leo XIII begins by declaring that 
the spirit of revolutionary change so 
long evident in political life has passed 
into practical economic life, and that 
a bitter conflict is in progress. Elements 
of this conflict are: the vast expansion 
of industry, the discoveries of science, 
the changed relations of “masters and 
workmen,” the enormous wealth of 
a few individuals and the poverty of 
the masses, the increased self-reliance 
and closer union of the workers, and 
the prevailing moral degeneracy. 

He proposes to deal with the Condi- 
tion of the Working Classes so as to 
clear away all “‘misapprehension as to 
the principles, dictated. by truth and 
justice,’ by means of which the con- 
flict may be settled. He sees the origin 
of the trouble in the destruction of 
the medieval workingmen’s guilds. 

With two objections he dismisses So- 
cialism as a remedy, because by its main 
tenet, “the community of goods,” if 
cagried out, ‘the working man himself 
would. be among the first to suffer,” 
and it “would introduce confusion, and 
disorder into the commonwealth.” To 
this he adds: “Our first and most fun- 


*Texts of the encyclical and supplemen- 
tary Catholic economic doctrine are from 
the following sources: The Popes’ New Or- 
der, by Philip Hughes, already cited; The 

| Christian Social Manifesto, an Interpreta- 
tive Study of the Encyclicals Rerum Nova- 
* rum and Quadragesimo Anno of Pope Leo 
| XIII and Pope Pius XI, by Joseph Huss- 
Tein, S.J., Ph.D., Imprimatur: Samuel Al- 
phonsus Stritch, Archbishop of Milwaukee, 
_ Approval by His Holiness Pope Pius XI, 
Bruce Publishing Co., 1931; and Five Great 
_ Encyclicals, with Discussion Club Qutlines 
by Gerald C. Freacy, S.J., Imprimi Potest: 
Provincial [Jesuit], Maryland, New York, 
| in Paulist Press, 1939. 
: aes 
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damental principle, therefore, when We 
undertake to alleviate the condition of 
the masses, must be the inviolability 
of private property.” 

Then he, as “the chief guardian of 
religion,” goes on to show where the 
remedy must be sought. Catholic teach- 
ing alone provides the solution, because 
the question is of duties, obligations 
and rights—a question of morals. 

He then goes into what is in effect 
a description of the caste system that 
flourished in the medieval Church-State 
a version of which the popes advocate 
for the modern world. “Let it be laid 
down, in the first place, that humanity 
must remain as it is... . There natur- 
ally exist among mankind innumerable 
differences of the most important kind 

. and unequal fortune is a neecssary 
result of inequality in condition.” This 
inequality, he contends, is not-an evil 
nor is it disadvantageous to individuals 
or to the community. Pain and suffering 
can never be wholly abolished. They 
are the consequences of sin and “must 
accompany man so long as life lasts.” 

As to rich and poor, it is not true 


‘that they form classes ‘‘intended by na- 


ture to live at war with one another. . 
Each requires the other; capital cannot 
do without labor, nor labor without 
capital.” One of the Church’s most use- 
ful functions is to prevent ever-recur- 
ring strife by reminding each class of 
its duties to the other and especially 
of the obligations of justice. 

What are these obligations? For the 
workers they are: “‘to carry out hon- 
estly and fairly all equitable agree-_ 
ments freely entered into,” never to 
injure an employer's property or his 
person, never to resort to violence in ~ 
defending their own cause, or to riots 
or disorder, and to have nothing to 
do with agitators. The ACTU program 
paraphrases these statements. 

The obligations of the wealthy owner 
and employer, Leo XIII adds, are: not 
te consider workmen as slaves, to re-— 
spect their dignity as men and as 
Christians, to remember the needs of 
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_the workers’ souls, and “never to an 


the workers beyond their strength, or 
to employ them in work unsuited to 
their age and sex.’ 

The rich are warned that wealth is 
no passport to eternal happiness, but 
rather a hindrance. Hence, ‘“When what 
necessity demands has been supplied 
and one’s standing [that of the rich] 
fairly taken thought for, it becomes 


‘nomic Saleen of shes ees she 


vested interests are ‘rooted i in the feu 
ism of Italy that took on new life 


- under Mussolini. c 


Now we come to the ‘most aes 
passage in the encyclical, the passage 
which is, in the words of the eminent 
apologist for the Popes’ New Order, 

“perhaps all that many people have in 
mind when they speak of ‘the teaching 


a duty to give to the needy out of “GF Rerum Novarum.’” This treats of 


what remains over—a duty not of jus- 
tice (save in extreme cases) but of 
Christian charity.” The ACTU program 
also paraphrases this. 

As to the State’s social duties, the 
pope declares that the labor of the 
working class is indispensable, so much 
so that. “it may be truly said that it 
is only by the labor of working men 
that states grow rich.” Justice, there- 


‘fore, demands that the interests of the 


working classes be protected carefully 
by the State, “that being housed, clothed 
and bodily fit, they may find their life 
less hard and more endurable.” 

‘It is the State’s duty “to safeguard 
ptivate property,” to forestall strikes, 
to protect the workers’ spiritual inter- 
ests, to regulate working conditions so 
as “to save unfortunate working people 
from the cruelty of men of greed... 
work suitable for a strong man cannot 
rightly be required from a woman or 
a child.” Children should not be placed 
in workshops until their bodies and 
minds are sufficiently developed. ‘For 
_just as very rough weather destroys the 
buds of spring, so does too early an 


experience of Life’s hard toil blight 
the young promise of a child’s facul- 


ties.” Woman “is by nature fitted for 


_ home-work’’ which is best adapted “to 


preserve her modesty.” 
Should the papal language strike the 
democratic American reader as arro- 


“gant or at best as patronizing, let us 
_ remember that—as Leo X11I—nearly all 
popes are members of the Italian nobil- 


ity and hereditary landed gentry. As a 


matter of course they carry over into- 


the throne of Peter the aristocratic eco- 


a just wage. 

The pope examines the theory that. 
just wages are entirely the outcome of 
the free consent of masters (as he calls 
them) and workmen. But he rejects 
this theory, bcause ‘the labor of the 
working man is not only his personal 
attribute, but it is necessary . . . The 
preservation of life is the bounden duty 
of each and all, and to fail therein is 
a crime.’ 

* We must ain he reasons, that in 
agreements about wages between em- 
ployer and worker there must be not 
only freedom but regard for the under- 
lying “dictate of natural justice, more 
imperious and ancient than any bargain 
between man and man.” And this dic- 
tate—now coming to the core of the 
papal concept of a just wage we listen 
with full attention—this “dictate of 
natural justice’ is that “wages ought 
not to be insufficient to support a frugal 
and well-behaved wage-earner.” 

With this declaration of what con- 
stitutes a living or just wage, it might 
seem that anything else the popes have 
in mind for labor in the United States 
and internationally would be anticlimax. 
But this is not so. 

Leo XIII does not define the amount 
that would be sufficient “to support a 
frugal and well-behaved wage-earner.” 
But he does declare that: “If a work- 
man’s wages be sufficient to enable him 
to maintain himself, his wife, and his 
children in reasonable comfort, he will 
not find it difficult, if he is a sensible 
man, to study economy; and he will not 
fail,” by cutting down expenses, am ut 


by a. Lie property.” 


| By JOSEPH A. SEXTON 
A FIRE IN THE Naziner synagogue, 
on South Second St., Philadelphia, 
blazed out of control for some length of 
time on a late afternoon last December. 
Firemen and others risked their lives to 
extinguish the blaze and to rescue sacred 

scrolls. 

Fire and police authorities were at 


“unknown origin’. Pressure _ brought 
about further investigation, which dis- 
closed that a group of boys, shouting 
with glee, had watched the fire gain 
headway. Sufficient evidence was un- 
covered to hold two of them on a charge 
of actually starting the blaze. 

The two boys, each 13 years old, were 
rather small and undeveloped, of Polish 
origin, and had attended the neighbor- 
ing Catholic parochial school. One of 
them had been arrested some time before 
for smashing windows in the same syn- 
agogue and had been released, at the 
request of representatives of the Naziner 
congregation, on payment of the damage 
by his mother. He declared that he had 
wanted to burn the ‘“‘Jew church” be- 
cause of this previous arrest. 

On February 8 the Naziner syn- 
agogue, still partly wrecked by the fire, 
was broken into and damaged again. 
Memorial lights were smashed, chan- 


deliers pulled from the roof, candelabra ~ 


bent and twisted, books torn apart. The 

same boy who had been charged with 

damaging the edifice twice before, and 

who was at large while awaiting dis- 

position of the incendiary case, admitted 

this new attack. It was difficult, however, 
to see how he alone could have caused 
$0 much destruction. 
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|. iho. asa paedicl term for a pre: 5 
: scription given merely to satisfy a pa- 
tient, derives from the language of the 
popes. But the papal nostrum prescribed 
for labor in this and other social en-” 
cyclicals is no harmless dose. It is not 
so in light of the ACTU and other or- 


first inclined to dispose of the case as of" 


= 


ganizations ot up to realize the Popes’ 


‘New Order. And certainly it is not so 


in light of the cooperation given the . 


popes and their agents by Catholic and — 
Protestant laymen as spokesmen and 
leaders of Big Business. 

(To be continued) 


ANTI-SEMITISM IN PHILADELPHIA 


At a hearing in Juvenile Court this 
boy was committed to the Catholic Pro- 
tectory, a reform school, for an indefinite 
period. The other boy charged with caus- 
ing the fire was placed on probation. 

It is noteworthy that although prop- ~ 
etty of other religious denominations in 
the neighborhood has also suffered from 


the current wave of vandalism, care has 


been taken to avoid desecration of church 

edifices or of objects associated with ac- 

tual worship. The feeling apparently is 

that a “Jew church’: is not entitled to 

any respect; as seems also to have been - 
the case in a more recent series of in- 

cidents in another part of Philadelphia, — 
where six synagogues were broken in- 
to and donation boxes robbed. 

Still another instance of vandalism oc- 
curred on March 30 at the Porath Joseph 
Synagogue, on South Third Street, only 
one block from the Naziner. The Porath 
Joseph was broken into early on Sunday 
morning. Besides theft of a small sum 
of money, there was’ damage closely 
resembling that done to the Naziner 
building in the second attack, 

Immediately after the Naziner~incid- 
ents, Philadelphia police had been called 
upon by Rev. George F. Conner, rep- 
resenting the local Ministerial Action 
Committee of THE PROTESTANT, to 
take steps to check these outrages. Mr. 
Conner, who is pastor of the Berry-Long 
Methodist Church, was assured by Sup- 
erintendent of Police Howard P. Sutton 
that police in the district where the at- 
tacks had occurred would be instructed 
to use extra vigilance to avoid recur- 
rence. 
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PSYCHIATRY IN HARLEM 
By THERESE POL 


—Dr. Frederic Wertbary is director of the Mental Hygiene Clinic at 
‘Queens General Hospital, New York and president of the Association for 
the Advancement of Psychotherapy. He founded the psychiatric clinic at 
the Court of General Sessions and formerly-directed the psychiatric clinic at’ 


Bellevue Hospital. 


he FORCEFUL GESTURE against 
discrimination in this country is be- 
ing made today at the Lafargue Clinic, 
the only mental hygiene clinic in New 
York City’s Harlem. 

Some time ago, the Lafargue Clinic, 
named after the great Negro social re- 
former of Cuban origin, ‘had its first 
anniversary. There was neither time nor 
money for a birthday celebration, and 
only one thing in abundance: patients. 
But the balance sheet of one year’s work 
proved the workability of a scheme 
which had been condemned, ridiculed or 
belittled by sociological and psychiatric 
experts alike: the large-scale application 
of modern psychiatric methods, inde- 
pendent of the patient’s financial means 
and his origin, color or creed, and 
guided solely by the necessity of helping 
those who need it most. 

This is precisely what is now hap- 


_ pening in Harlem. Here, in the base- 
“ment rooms of the parish house of St. 


Philip’s Episcopal Church at 215 West 
133rd Street, a small group of highly 
qualified doctors and social workers— 
all of them volunteers—treat the peo- 
ple, as they come in from the street, 
without previous appointment, at 25c 
per consultation. 

These doctors listen to the troubles 


of people who cannot get a hearing 


anywhere else in New York City, either 


because of the color of their skin, or 


because they cannot pay, or because 
their complaints are not taken seriously. 

Glancing at their case histories it is 
very evident that at least in the domain 
of sickness all men are created equal, 
and are beset by more or less the same 
anxieties, worries and problems. But, 
as the doctors at the clinic point out, 


there is one important difference: what 
may be a minor emotional disturbance 
elsewhere, here in Harlem becomes ag- 
gravated by the terrific tension under 
which the people live, which in turn 
is caused by the social and economic 
conditions of the district. 

Since the courts and reform schools 
dealt with the offenders of the law, 
there seemed no need for any other in- 
stitution, least of all a psychiatric clinic. 
No wonder, then, that the Lafargue 
Clinic could obtain neither financial 
nor moral support. On this score Dr. 
Frederic Wertham, who conceived the 
idea of the clinic, has a story to tell 
which is not exactly flattering to of- 
ficial psychiatry. 

More than twenty years ago, when 
Dr. Wertham was chief resident psy- 
chiatrist at the Phipps Clinic of Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, he found 
that Negroes could not get private 
treatment from any psychiatrist. In fact, 
Dr. Wertham was the only one who 
would accept a Negro patient. It was 
equally plain that poor white people 
could not afford psychiatric aid. Back 
in those days he first thought of estab- 
lishing a clinic which would operate 
unhampered by racial prejudice and the 
iron financial rules laid down by organ- 
ized psychiatry. 

He discussed his plan with many ex- 
perts and prospective sponsors, “‘until 
they thought I had a fixed idea,” as Dr. 
Wertham put it. The experts invariably 
declared that he would never find the 
money for such a wild undertaking, the 
prospective sponsors argued he would 
never find the psychiatrists to do the 
job, and both chanted in unison that 
even if money and doctors were avail- 


hs ‘ 
in Sines 


able, there would be no patients be- 
_ cause the people would not cooperate. 
_ Despite these predictions, the La- 
fargue Clinic is today in full swing. 
Since its inception it has already ex- 
panded from two small rooms to the 
entire basement, eight doctors are at 
work and there is a steady stream of 
patients, with a good many white peo- 
ple among them. For many months the 
Board of Social Welfare battled with 
the Clinic over the granting of a license, 
always pointing to the non-existent fi- 
nancial backing. Paradoxically enough, 
this same authority sent them patients 
all the time and in the end it could 
no longer withhold official sanction. 

Before the Clinic opened, trained so- 
cial workers had made a thorough sur- 
vey of conditions in Harlem in general, 
and in mental hospitals in particular. 
They found that appalling discrimination 
in practically all clinics was the rule; 
that the few Negroes ever examined 
were treated with such contempt and 
sometimes brutality that they were afraid 
ever to go back; that even Negro veter- 
ans were denied psychiatric help. 

Dr. Wertham’s mind was made up: 
he would go ahead without financial 
backing. He did. 

Dr. Wertham’s collaborators at 
Queens General Hospital, Drs. Jeanne 
Smith and Hilde Mosse, both pedia- 
tricians and psychiatrists, were with him 
right from the start. Dr. André Tweed, 
who had done psychiatric work in the 
army and, incidentally, is the first Negro 
psychiatrist to do full-time psychother- 
apy in a general mental hygiene clinic 
in the U. S., joined them immediately. 

Other doctors who learned of the 
plan offered their services: Drs. Fred J. 
Wertz and Theodore Lief; the neurolo- 
gist and psychiatrist Dr. G. E. Winkler; 
Dr. Augusta Jellinek, the Clinic’s con- 
sultant on speech and hearing disorders. 
A comparative newcomer is Dr. Franz 
Husserl, nephew of the famous German 

_ philosopher. Added to the staff were 
- social workers, secretaries and stenog- 
_‘raphers. The Clinic receives daily calls 
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from persons in all walks of life who 
want to help. 

When the Clinic was launched, the 
first problem was to accommodate all 
these people, to say nothing of the pa- 
tients, and for a while it looked as 
though the pioneering psychiatrists 
would be licked by the housing situa- 
tion in Harlem. Here is where the Rev- © 
erend Shelton Hale Bishop stepped in. 
He offered Dr. Wertham two rooms in 
the basement of the parish house, rent- 
free. 

It should be understood that the La- 
fargue Clinic is not just another study 
in inter-racial relations. “We are en- 
gaged in applied social psychiatry, and 
it so happens Harlem is the best place 
for it,’ said Dr. Wertham. ‘““We want 
to prove that it can be done and should 
be done on a much larger scale than. 
our means permit.” 

For obvious reasons, treatment at the 
clinic cannot consist in prolonged anal- 
ysis, although there is a definitely analy- 
tical approach as far as psychotherapy 
is concerned. All forms of mental dis- 
orders are treated, with the exception 
of psychotic cases which are referred 
to other clinics. The return index of the - 
Lafargue Clinic is very high, the pa- 
tients are not afraid of coming back. 

The theory about the therapeutic value 
ef paying one’s way through the treat- 
ment, so deeply cherished by the High 
Priests of Psychoanalysis, is considered 
vastly overrated at Lafargue’s. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Wertham, it may have been 
good enough in 1911 and in some cases 
no doubt applies today, but in general 
it should be discarded as an anachro- | 
nism. 

Dr. Wertham’s belief in practical 
methods which will yield a maximum 
result with a minimum expenditure in 
time and money extends to every detail 
of his work. Thus he was overheard . 
as saying to a caller over the phone: 
“You can do a Rorschach test? That's 
fine, but Rorschach is caviar, too fancy. 
What we need is bread and butter, 
meaning simple reading tests, for ex- 
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ample, Caviar is wonderful, but not 


enough people can get it.” 

It is very fortunate that the doctor 
has such unorthodox views on money 
because his Clinic must get along on 
practically nothing. The quarters are 
piling up, but they pay only for mail- 
ing expenses and some medication. 

Taking care of frustrated children 
—and Harlem is full of them— 
is the special interest and assignment of 
Drs. Smith and Mosse. According to 
their observations, the principal educa- 


tional device used in this part of town 


is punishment. Children are hauled into 
court at the slightest provocation and 
sent to reform schools in droves. 

The children are frequently the vic- 
tims of neglect at home, the parents go 
to work, there is no adequate super- 
vision. At school the unfeeling attitude 


of the teachers and the lack of attention 


are a constant source of humiliation to 
them, so they prefer to play hookey, 
which in turn often leads to suspension. 
One of the reasons why they form gangs 
is their need for self-protection. 
Working with the children is ex- 
tremely difficult, for they are afraid and 
suspicious of everything and everybody 
and it takes great effort to win their 
confidence. It is at the same time the 


“most rewarding kind of work: once the 


doctors succeed in keeping them out of 
public institutions and in teaching them 
how to survive without resorting to 
reprehensible acts, it means a large step 
forward. It is in this sphere that the 
Clinic lately has received some official 
cooperation, 

There are a good many progressive- 
minded judges in the children’s courts 
who share the Clinic’s point of view. 
Police now come in to Lafargues, lead- 
ing youngsters by the hand and turning 


them over for treatment because, they 


say, the kids ought to have a chance 
before they get into serious: trouble. 
When it is found that the child’s mal- 
adjustments arte caused by disrupting 
conditions in the home, attempts are 
made to place’ him elsewhere. It some- 


is treated along with him, to eliminate 
the Source of disturbance. 4 
Some well-meaning people have ar- — 
gued that the Clinic’s kind of activities - 
are all well and good but, after all, 


‘no more than a drop in the bucket and, 


as long as economic conditions do not 
change, they remain more or less a 
waste of time. Dr. Wertham replies: 

“If a person has a headache, you give 
him an aspirin and no one in his right 
mind would suggest waiting until the 
underlying cause of his headache is re- 
moved, The same applies to psychiatric 
treatment. It is, furthermore, not true 
that neuroses and psychoses are the re- 
sult of poor economic conditions alone. 
And most important of all: people who 
have learned to understand the source 
of their troubles are better equipped to 
use their energies constructively—for 
instance, for changing intolerable con- 
ditions—instead of wasting them in 
paralyzing anxieties and uncontrolled - 
violence.” 

On the other hand, there is a grow- 
ing tendency in official psychiatric cir- 
cles to explain away the deficiencies of 
our economic and social system by label-. 
ing every manifestation of it as.an emo- 
tional disorder. Dr. Wertham attacks 
this dangerous trend in his practice, in 
his lectures on social psychiatry at the 
Lafargue Clinic (held on behalf of the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Psychotherapy) and in his writings. 

According to Dr. Wertham, the 
trouble is that “the correlation between 
a progressive social point of view and 
progressive psychiatry has not yet been 
worked out scientifically,” and he con- 
tinues: 


“The problem is to fit psychoanalysis 
and psychiatry into our present world. 
As it is, they have become restricted 
sciences. The Lafargue Clinic is only 
the beginning of a great progressive 
experiment, but as long as official psy- 
chiatry remains what it is today, we will 
have to continue working in the base- 
ment, in more ways than one.” 


n The pie 4s part of a letter from the Dicbbisho of Kozani lokim to Pree 


E Truman, It is, we believe, a document that breathes principles which will long out- 


live the Truman Doctrine.] 


As a prelate of the Greek Church and as the Spiritual Leader of the Greek National 
Resistance . . . I feel obliged to put certain views oes your consideration, views shared 
by the great ‘majority of our people. 

This small, but proud and brave, people have rendered, as is generally confessed, 
very great sactifices i in the common struggle for Freedom and Democratic ideals. On the 
day of German withdrawal Greece was bleeding, in ruins, her economy destroyed, her 
‘people starving but full of self-confidence and the enthusiasm to create a new and better 
life, under a regime of liberty, independence and democratic order. 

No man of good faith and aware of the facts can dispute today that, bap for the 


forcible intervention of the British, the above legal desire of the Greek people would 


have been a reality. _ 

The Greek tragedy has wider significance: verifying anew the eternal principle 
that nothing positive and creative can be built up apart from the people and against 
them, and that before the decisive will of a people, though even a small one, great 
forces are finally bent and compelled to abandon their despotic aims. This is exactly 
what happened with the Axis occupation and with the British intervention in Greece. 

The Greek people would accept American relief with gratitude were they not dis- 


"quieted by the thought that this relief, offered through today’s illiberal and inept regime, 


may yield results opposed to those at which it aims, But the Greek people are deeply 


impressed by the fact that, as soon as your decision to help Greece was announced, the 
'mass slaughters of innocent democrats by monarchist bands were multiplied as in 
Laconia, Peloponnese; assassinations became more frequent without those guilty being — 


‘ 
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arrested or punished by the Government, the oppressive measures against democrats 
were intensified with new, arbitrary mass arrests and deportations. 

Whilst your distinguished economic expert, Mr. Paul Porter, on his return from «— 
Greece, was asserting to the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives 


that freedom of opinion exists in Greece, the murder of the printing staff of the demo- 
cratic paper of Salonica, by terrorists of the regime came as an ironical answer. This 


crime aroused all the Greek people, independently of political convictions. 

Before the great sufferings of the Greek people it would be perhaps egoistic and 
not in good taste to mention especially the persecution to which the regime submits 
those of the clergy who considered it as their Christian and patriotic duty to stand by 
the side of their flocks which suffered and struggled for all they had in the days of their 
hard test, during the enemy occupation, like Moses ‘ ‘choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” (Epistle of 
Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews, 11525). 

Three bishops were arbitrarily removed from their dioceses—myself being one of | 
them—whilst dozens of the lower clergy were detached from their flocks and were 


humiliated and tortured by the organs of the regime—the old collaborators of their ‘f 


_ enemy—merely for their participation in the Resistance struggle. 
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people to recover theirs and restore their traditional democratic principles. The means 


é 


Liberty always was and remains the soul of the Greek people itself, for whom those 


words of the Gospel are not empty phrases: “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall _ 


gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” (St. Marks 8:36, 37). 


We believe that those words are not without significance for the liberal American 


people either, or for you, personally. 
Recalling your struggles for your independence, we expect you to help the Greek 


or it are simple and democratic. Taking into consideration that the present Government 


ri oe ates from an unilateral Parliament and that otherwise it has long since manifestly 


should be formed oe all parties in or ‘outside ofthe: Parli nent, wien by p g 
general political amnesty, putting an end to civil war, restoring public order and security 
and offering real guarantees of democratic equity will lead the country to free and 
_ genuine elections within the shortest possible space of time. a 


( 


RAINBOW OF DESPAIR 


Years ago (five if not more) a friend suggested to Thomas Lamont 
that he might be interested in THE PROTESTANT, on the innocent premise 
that his Presbyterianism would imply an interest in true Protestantism. But 
he answered that THE PROTESTANT attacks the Vatican State whereas 
“we” [meaning the Morgan bank interests] are working hand in hand 
with the Washington Administration and with the Vatican and the result 
will be a fine new world, never fear. One of the Morgan house organs, 
Time magazine, confirms this hopeful sentiment'with a picture of Madam 
Peron, the wife of the dictator of Argentina, om its cover, captioned 
“Between two worlds, a rainbow.” Argentina is the first example in the 
New World of the three way fascism — church-government) referred 
to by the Morgan mogul. 


THE ROAD | HAVE CHOSEN 


‘How long is the road I have chosen? Let it be long as the sky 
. that every sob of the stricken into my soul may fly. 

I will climb the stairs of the cheated, a comrade unafraid; _ 

“ and wherever dreams are defended I'll build my barricade. 


How long is the road I have chosen? Let it be long as the sea 
that every river of sorrow may empty into me. 
And wherever dreams shall triumph, the shadow of death cast out, 
e.%. you will find me among the dancers, shocking the sky with a shout. 


How long is the road I have chosen? Let it be long as the lands 
that the mingling blood of martyrs may flow through my heart and hands, 
and wherever their dreams of One World, of a griefless city, are spilled, 

I will take them up and sing them until men listen and build! 


The Lae song composition of Charles Wakefield Cadman “The Road I Have 
Chosen,” was left in the care of Lewis Booth, Ohio labor edttor and correspondent fo 
| The Federated Press. The text is by Aaron Kramer. The composer requested that Boot 
also a er enoge singer, i introduce this song to the public. 
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